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By H. Minot Pitman, F.A.S.G. 


The purpose of this article is not to rewrite Walter 
Geer's Geer Genealogy (1923), but to correct a few mis- 
takes therein caused partly by the unreliable Vital 
Records of Preston and New London, Conn., am partly by 
the failure of the compiler to take into consideration 
certain Geer deeds and wills. The New London Vital 
Records now in the City Clerk's Office were recopied in 
1898 with some misreadings and errors. The Preston 
Vital Records were copied a long time ago and have 
many mistakes in reading of names and in years, the 
year of birth often being the year after the baptismal 
date. These errors came under the writer's observation 
while compiling the ancestry of Margaret Livingston 
Partridge, wife of William Armistead Moale Burden, Jr., 
who has kindly consented to the publication of these 
notes. All places mentioned herein are in Connecticut 
unless otherwise specified. 

The first of the Geer family to settle in New Eng- 
land was George Geer, Gears or Geres, as the name was 
indiscriminately written. The form Geer is used here 
throughout, since that is the spelling now commonly em- 
ployed by the family. George Geer, said to have been 
born about 1621 in Heavitree, Devonshire, England, 
without reference to the source of such statement, died 
at Preston in 1725, said to have been aged 105. He 
married at New London, 17 Feb. 1658/9, Sarah Allen IN. 
L. V.R.J]. She was baptized at Salem, Mass., 22 May 
1642, daughter of Robert and Sarah Allyn of Salem and 
New London. She survived her husband, as she is men- 
tioned in his will. Because of their apparent dispari- 
ty in age, she may have been a second wife, but there 
is no trace of any children by a first wife, and the 
age of George may have been overstated. The English 
ancestry of George Geer as claimed in The Geer Genealo- 
gy and accepted by Blackman and Allied Families, p. 75, 
and Grout and Allied Families, p. 05, seems to depend 
entirely on the statement of a descendant five genera- 
tions later than George Geer with no supporting evi- 
dence. 

The will of George Geer dated at Preston 5 June 1723 
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was proved 10 Jan. 1726/7 [New London Probate District, 
File 2188]. It was protested by his son Joseph and 
son-in-law Zachariah Mainer, who later withdrew their 
appeal. In the will George is designated as "of Groton, 
now residing in Preston." He left his wife Sarah one 
third of his real estate for life with remainder to his 
four daughters Sarah, Hannah, Margaret and Anna. His 
sons Jonathan, Joseph, Daniel, Robert, Isaac and Jere- 
miah received five shillings each, "which is their full 
portion with what they have already had." The rest of 
his estate he gave to his four daughters and two grand- 
daughters, Hannah and Mary Mainer. His son Robert and 
son-in-law Thomas Gates were executors, with Thomas 
Clark and Stephen Gates as witnesses. 

The children of George and Sarah (Allyn) Geer, born 
in New London County, based on his will, the New London 
Vital Records (wherein seven of the children are called 
children of "George and Sarah Graves") and the baptis- 
mal records of the First Church of Christ, New London, 
were: 


i. Sarah*, b. 27 Feb. 1659/60; m. New London, 28 Feb.1678, 
Nathaniel Park, who d. ca. 1718, son of Thomas and 
Dorothy (Thompson) Park of New London. 

ii. Jomathan, b. 26 May 1662, bapt. with seven brothers and 
sisters 16 Sept. 1677; d. Preston 30 Apr. 172; m. 
(1) Mary » Who d. 2h Apr. 1718; m. (2) in 1719, 
Exverience (Parker) Foster, widow of Thomas Foster of 
Cambridge, Mass., whom she m. 30 Nov. 1686. Foster 
d. before 1709 as she was living in that year in Vol- 
untown with her son Thomas Foster (b. 18 Sept. 1687, 
m. Mercy Gates). The Foster Genealogy, p. 510, says 
she m. (2) Benjamin Geer, but that is an error, as 
there was no Benjamin Geer in Connecticut before one 
born 1717. Jonathan Geer had a second wife Experi- 
ence. The Preston Vital Records wrongly call her Ex- 
perience Lester, an obvious misreading of Foster. 

Her will, dated 7 Apr. 1748, proved 18 Jan. 1749/50, 
calls her "of Preston," and leaves bequests to her 
"son Thomas Foster," grandsons Daniel and Jacob Geer, 
sons of her daughter Experience Geer. 

Joseph, b. "at Nahantic" (Niantic) 16 Oct. 166, bapt. 
16 Sept. 1677; see below. 

Hannah, b. 27 Feb. 1665/6, bapt. 16 Sept. 1677; m. 
Charles Williams of Preston, who d. between 15 Jan. 
1741/2 and 23 Feb. 1742/3 (New London Probate Dis- 
trict, File 5725). 

Margaret, b. Feb. 1669, bapt. 16 Sept. 1677; m. Pres- 
saa Dec. 1695, Thomas Gates, who d. Preston 10 Aug. 
1725. 

Mary, b. 26 Mar. 1671, bapt. 16 Sept. 1677; d. before 
June 1723; m. Zachariah Mainer of Marlborough, who 
removed to New London 1700 and d. Groton in March 
1738 (New London Probate District, File 357h). 
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Daniel, b. ca. 1673 (not in vital records), bapt. 16 
Sept. 1677; d. 2 Oct. 1749; m. Preston, 29 Oct.1728, 
Hannah Davison, b. Preston 23 Feb. 1711, dau. of 
Thomas and Hannah (Tracy) Davison. 

Robert, b. 2 Jan. 1675, bapt. 16 Sept. 1677; d. North 
Groton 20 Nov. 1743; m. New London, 3 Apr. 1700, 
Martha Tyler, bapt. Roxbury, Mass., 9 Apr. 1676, d. 
North Groton 18 Sept. 175, dau. of Hopestill and 
Mary (Lovett) Tyler (Tyler Genealogy, vol. 1, p. 55). 

Anna (called Jane in New London V.R.), b. 6 Jan. 1677/8 
(New London V.R. say 1679), bapt. New London l May 
1676; m. New London, 28 May 1700, Daniel Tyler, b. 
1676-78, d. Groton, son of Hopestill and Mary (Lov- 
ett) Tyler (Tvler Genealogy, vol. 1, p. 55). 

Isaac, b. 26 Mar. 1681, bapt. New London 1) Apr. 1681; 
d. Jan. 1745/6; m. Martha Lee, dau. of Richard and 
Sarah Lee. 

xi. Jeremiah, b. ca. 1683; m. Esther Hubbard (Parkhurst Ms. 
of New London Families, vol. 12, p. 1, copy at Conn. 
State Library). 


Joseph© Geer, third child of George and Sarah (Allyn) 
Geer, born at Niantic 14 Oct. 1664, baptized 16 Sept. 
1677 with seven brothers and sisters, died intestate at 
Preston in 1743; married first, at Preston 17 Jan. 
1692/3, Sarah Howard, born at Norwich Feb. 1669, daugh- 
ter of Thomas and Mary (Wellman) Howard; married sec- 
ond, at Preston 18 Oct. 1713, Susannah Silsby (wrongly 
called Simsby in Preston V.R.), who died before her 
husband since she is not mentioned in the administra- 
tion proceedings of his estate. She was probably the 
daughter of James Silsby of Windsor since she named her 
first son James, a name not appearing in the Geer fam- 
ily before his birth in 1/15. 

Although The Geer Genealogy (p. 17) and Parkhurst 
(Ms. New London Families, vol. 12) credit Joseph Geer 
with only his first marriage and bestow his second wife 
on Joseph Geer, Ji., this is a provable error. Joseph, 
Jr., died 19 May 1718, leaving a will dated at Preston 
15 March 1718, which was proved 8 July 1718 |New London 
Probate District, File 2ly4], in which he is called 
"jiner of Preston" ana "very sick." In it he left his 
"honoured father" all his lands for life, remainder to 
his brother and sisters Benajah, Keziah and Sarah. 
These were children of Joseph, Sr., by his wife Sarah 
(Howard) Geer and hence his full brother and sisters. 
He left bequests to his mother (unnamed) who was really 
his stepmother, and to his brother and sister James and 
Susannah. These two latter were the children of Joseph 
Sr. and Susannah (Silsby) Geer born before 1718 and 
hence his half brother and sister. Had Joseph, Jr., 
been married, he would not have failed to mention his 
wife and children, and he would not have given the bulk 
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of his estate to his brothers and sisters. Moreover, 
if he was the husband of Susannah, it is impossible to 
explain how Joseph and Susannah were having children up 
to 1724, six years after he died. Again, in a Preston 
deed (Vol. 5, p. 340) dated September 1743, Silas, Ben- 
ajah and Sarah Geer and Keziah Minor quitclaimed land 
to their brother James. Of these, James and Silas were 
sons of Joseph and Susannah Geer, while Keziah, Sarah 
and Benajah were children of Joseph's first marriage. 

The children of Joseph, Sr., and Sarah (Howard) Geer 
born at Preston [V.R. 1:17, 106] were: 


i. Joseph’, b. 17 Oct. 1693; d. unmarried 19 May 1718. 

ii. Keziah, b. 23 Feb. 1710; m. Preston 9 Mar. 1726 (Pres- 
ton V.R. 6:71) or 9 July 1726 (Wheeler's History of 
Stonington, p. 476) or 9 Nov. 1726 (Voluntown VR. 
Ti13) fanzeseh Minor, b. Stonington 1 Dec. 1695, son 
of Elnathan and Rebecca (Baldwin) Minor. 

4ii. Sarah, b. 17 Sept. 1712, unmarried in September 173. 

iv. Benajah, b. 31 May 1713; the Preston V.R. say 31 May 
171k but this must be wrong as his father m. (2) 18 
Oct. 1713 Susannah Silsby and the V.R. state that 
Benajah's mother was Sarah. Also, his half-brother 
James was born barely nine months after 31 May 171h, 
and the will cited above indicates that Benajah was 
a full brother of Joseph, Jr., Keziah and Sarah. His 
mother Sarah doubtless died when he was born; it was 
a common custom, following biblical precedent, to 
Name a son born at the time of his mother's death 
Benajah. He d. after 1768; m. Lisbon (Newent 
church records) 26 Jan. 1731/2, Elizabeth Clark of 
Norwich, perhaps b. Norwich 1 Mar, 1711, dav. of 
Leonard Clark. 


sh 
sby ) 


The children of Joseph, Sr., and Susannah (Si 
Geer, born at Preston [V.R. 1:17], baptized at F 
Church of Preston, were: 


ir 


v. James, b. 16 Jan. 1714/15, bapt. 10 Apr. 1715, see for- 
ward. 

vi. Susannah, b. 28 Mar. 1716/17, bapt. 19 May 1717; m. 
Preston July 1736, Isaac Clark, b. Norwich 20 Sept. 
1708, son of Isaac and Miriam (Tracy) Clark. 

Joseph, b. 19 May 1719; m. Preston 21 Dec. 171, Martha 
Harris, probably b. 1 Mar. 1718/19, dau. of Thomas 
and Elizabeth (Church) Harris. 

Silas, b. 26 Mar. 1722, bapt. North Preston Congrega- 
tional Church, 26 Apr. 1722. According to The Geer 
Genealogy, he married Masa Clark of Preston (a man), 
bu was Silence (not Silas), dau. of Ebenezer and 
Desire Geer, who m. Masa Clark. Silas m. Kent 1 Jan. 
1751, Hannah Williams, who d. Kent 12 May 1786. 

Ezra, b. 16 May 1724, bapt. North Preston 1h June 172k; 
m. Windham 9 Nov. 1745, Elizabeth Canada, b. -June 
1726, dau. of David and Margaret (Lambert) Canada. 


v 
vi 
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They settled in Kent by 1785. It was his son, Ezra 
Jr., b. Kent 12 Jan. 1757, not Ezra Sr., who was a 

Private, 1775-1779, in the Revolutionary War (U.S. 

Pension Files, W.5085). 


James3 Geer, son of Joseph and Susannah (Silsby) 
Geer, born at Preston 16 Jan. 1714/15, baptized 10 Apr. 
1715, died at Preston 30 Sept. 1794, buried Hopeville 
Cemetery, Griswold (formerly North Preston); married 
first, North Preston Cong. Church, 5 Nov. 1735, Mary 
Mackneel, born about 1716, died at Preston 18 Mar. 1776 
aged 59, buried Hopeville Cemetery with her husband. 
The Preston Vital Records (1:117) and The Geer Genealo- 
gy (p- 35) call her Mary Mackell, but the church record 
is much more likely to be correct. She was probably 
daughter of Hugh Mackneel of Preston by a first wife; 
Hugh married 260 Sept. 1/22, Sarah Bassett, by whom he 
had daughters Rose (b. 13 Sept. 1722) and Sarah (b. 7 
Mar. 1724/5). 

James Geer married second, Preston 10 Nov. 1776, 
Mary (Culver) Kimball. Mary Culver had married 2 Mar. 
1770, as his second wife, David Kimball, born May 1700 
[Kimball Family, 1:77], who died at Preston in May 1776 
his will being dated 27 Apr. and proved 22 May 17/6 
(Norwich Probate District, File 6175]. There is no ab- 
solute proof that the Mary himball who married James 
seer aS his second wife was Mary widow of David Kimball, 
and unfortunately the latter's estate was distributed 
1 Nov. 1776, nine days before James Geer married Mary 
Kimball, so in the distribution proceedings she is 
called David kimball's widow. But there is no other 
Mary Kimball available for the Geer marriage in 1776, 
and there can be little doubt of the identity. She was 
probably the Mary Culver born at Norwich 15 Sept. 1/727, 
daughter of John and Sarah Culver. 

James Geer was known as Sergeant Jimmie. He was 
Sergeant in the Preston Company in the 8th Conn. Regt. 
of Foot in 1780 [Conn. Archives, Military, Series 2, 
folio 2682b and 2683b]. In 1778 and 17/9 he carried 
orders and rode express for Col. Oliver Smith (Conn. 
Archives, Revolutionary War, X11:298a and XV11:118]. 

He left a will dated 7 June, proved 21 Oct., 1794 
[Norwich Probate District, File 4345], in which he left 
his widow Mary £9 annually and the furniture she brought 
at marriage. His son-in-law Caleb Hall and daughter 
Keziah were to have care of his son Joseph. To his son 
Jonas he left one eighth of his lands and his farmer's 
and carpenter's tools. He left to his son Allyn, twin 
of Jonas, one eighth of his lands and all of his wear- 
ing apparel. His grandson Samuel, son of his deceased 
son Silsby, was to have one fourth of his lands; his 
grandson Silsby and three granddaughters Lyuia, Mary 
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and Anne, children of his deceased son Silsby were giv- 
en one quarter of his lands; and the children of his 
deceased son James (unnamed) were to get one sixteenth 
of his lands. Bequests were made to his five daughters, 
Eliphal Partridge, Mary Addams, Susannah Morse [wife of 
John Morse as shown by a receipt in the probate papers], 
Olive Hall, wife of Laban Hall, and Keziah wife of Ca- 
leb Hall. ‘The will requests his executors to erect a 
gravestone for himself and his first wife. His execu- 
tor was Benjamin Coit of Preston. The division of the 
estate refers to Jonas as the eldest son. Actually, he 
was a twin of Allyn. 

The children of James and Mary (Mackneel) Geer, born 
at Preston [V.R. 1:117; 2:66], baptized at the First 
Congregational Church of North Preston, were: 


i. Elias4, b. 12 Jan. 1737/8, bapt. 5 Mar. 1737/8; vorob- 
able d. young. 

ii. Eliphal, b. 7 Mar. 1739/0, bapt. 27 Apr. 17h0; d. Lis- 
bon (Newent Cong. Church rec.) 16 Oct. 1817; m. North 
Preston (Cong. Church), 25 Feb. 1762, Lieut. Asa Par- 
tridge, b. Preston 9 June 17,0, d. Lisbon 31 May 
1822, son of Thomas and Sarah (Treat) Partridge. 

Silsby, b. 26 July bapt. Dec. d. 177335 m. 
Lydia Allen, b. New London 20 June 174, d. 177k, 
dau. of John and Caron (Fox) Allen. They had sons 
Samuel and Silsby, daughters Lydia, Mary and Anne. 

Mary, b. 10 Jan. 1744/5; m. Preston 12 June 1768, Nath- 
aniel Adams, b. Groton 8 June 1739, d. there 6 Sept. 
1781, son of Nathaniel and Hannah (Wheeler) Adams. 

James, b. 2 Mar. 1747, bapt. 7 June 1750; m. and 
d. before June 179). 

Susannah, b. 12 Sept. 1749; m. Preston 17 Nov. 1770, 
John Morse. 

Olive, b. 17 Mar. 1752, bapt. 10 May 1752; m. Laban 
Hall. 

Jonas (twin), b. 18 Apr. 1754, bapt. 7 July 175k; m. 
Preston 12 Jan. 1775, Martha Burton, b. Preston 22 
Nov. 1757, dau. of Israel and Silence (Herrick) Bur- 
ton, twin sister of his twin Allyn's wife. The four 
had a double wedding. Jonas settled in Canton, Rrad- 
ford Co., Pa., but left there in 1800. 

Allyn (twin), b. 18 Apr. 175h, bapt. 7 July 175h; m. 
Preston 12 Jan. 1775, Mary Burton, b. Preston 22 Nov. 
1757, twin sister of his twin's wife, dau. of Israel 
and Silence (Herrick) Burton. He was a Private in 
the Revolution, in service 1775 and at Ticonderoga 
1776 (U.S. Pension Files, S.17972). 

Joseph, b. 8 May 1756, bapt. 7 July 1756; d. unmarried, 
Plainfield, 5 Apr. 1808 (g.s.). 

Keziah, b. 19 July 1758, bapt. 15 Oct. 1758; m. North 
Preston 13 Jan. 1780, Caleb Hall, Jr., of Plainfield, 
verhaps the one b. Killingly 2 Oct. 1758, son of Ca- 
leb and Ann Hall. Keziah d. 5 Apr. 1808 "aged 9" 
and was buried in the Union Cemetery, Plainfield. 


i 
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THE FOUR BLESSING SISTERS 
By Walter Goodwin Davis, B.A., LL.B., Portland, Maine 


Blessing is an exceedingly rare surname in England. 
Search in many indexes of public records has failed to 
turn it up at all, with the exceptions with which this 
article deals. In Boyd's invaluable marriage incex for 
Suffolk, which covers every recorded marriage in that 
county, is found that of John Blyssynge and Joane 
Preaste in the year 1569 in the parish of Somerleyton. 
This is the one record of the name in the tens of thou- 
sands of entries which the Suffolk index contains. A 
letter to the rector of Somerleyton produced a pleasant 
but genealogically unsatisfactory reply, as is so often 
the case with such missives, inasmuch as the clergy do 
not, and probably cannot be expected to, understand the 
objects of record searching and too often cannot read 
the ancient writing in the registers. From it, however, 
it was learned that John and Joane Blyssynge had two 
children baptized in Somerleyton, a daughter Julian in 
1571 and a son William in 15/5. The rector found no 
more. 

Between forty and fifty years later, in the parish 
of Great Yarmouth, co. Norfolk, which lies on the Suf- 
folk border and is about seven miles from Somerleyton, 
as the crow flies, three Blessing girls were married. 
Here again they are the sole representatives of the 
name in the Great Yarmouth marriages, indexed by Mr. 
Boyd, and a search of the parish register failed to 
disclose their baptismal records. It seems most likely 
that these young women were granddaughters of the Som- 
erleyton couple, their parents marrying and bringing 
their children to baptism in some other parish before 
settling in Great Yarmouth, but unless one is personal- 
ly on the ground, with plenty of time, a search of the 
resisters of neighboring parishes is almost prohibitive. 
There are no Blessing wills to solve the prohlem and no 
Blessing man received the freedom of Great Yarmouth. 
The family was doubtless of humble status. 

The three Great Yarmouth girls were Margaret Bles- 
sing who married Robert Buffam in 1613, Jone Blessing 
who married William Towne in 1620, and Julian Blessing, 
married to Thomas Goose in 1622. That there was a 
fourth sister, Alice Blessing, who marriea about 1615 
into the family of Firmage of Great Yarmouth, can be 
demonstrated with reasonable certainty although her 
marriage record has not been found. Great Yarmouth was 
a strongly Puritan town in the period with which we are 
dealing and sent many emigrants to New England, among 
them Robert Buffam, the widower of Margaret Blessing, 
Alice (Blessing) Firmage and her children, and Joan 


[| 


200 THE AMERICAN GENEALOGIST 


(Blessing) Towne, her husband and family. With other 
Great Yarmouth neighbors they settled in Salem in the 
cclony of Massachusetts Bay. 

This is being written on New Year's bay [1957) and 
we Shall therefore consiaer our Blessings in succession 
as in duty bound. 


1. Margaret Blessing, married Robert Buffam in the 
church of St. Nicholas, Great Yarmouth, August 23, 1613. 
Buffam or Bougham was a rare name in the parish and 
Robert was presumably a son of James Bougham and Mar- 
gery Raylton who were married there on February 13, 
Sat at Margaret (Blessing) Buffam died before August 
11, 1634, when in the neighboring church of South Wal- 
sham, co. Norfolk, Robert Buffam married Thomasine 
Thompson, the young widow of John Thompson and a daugh- 
ter of George Ward of Great Yarmouth and his wife Dio- 
nis Burrow. Thomasine Ward had married John Thompson 
at St. Nicholas' church on November 29, 1632, and her 
parents had been married there January 28, 1596/7. 
Thomasine Buffam had a son Joshua, named for a son of 
Margaret (Blessing) Buffam who had been buried in 1631, 
baptized on February 28, 1635/6, and a daughter Mary 
baptized February 2, 1637/8, and soon thereafter Robert 
Buffam, his wife and children, and Margaret Thompson, 
Thomasine's daughter by her first husband, must have 
crossed the Atlantic, for on October 29, 1638, Robert 
appeared at a town meeting in Salem and asked for "ac- 
comodation," that is to say, a grant of land, which he 
obtained. Thomasine and her children became strong 
Quakers and suffered severely for their faith. In 1666 
her brother Jeffrey Ward of Great Yarmouth left £100 to 
"Thomesin Buffam my sister now or late the wife of Rob- 
ert Buffam on New England" [Archdeaconry of Norfolk]. 
Robert Buffam died in Salem on August 6, 1669, and his 
widow survived until May or June, 1688. 

Children of Margaret (Blessing) Buffam, baptized at 
Great Yarmouth: 


i. Mary, bapt. Aug. 21, 161h; m. at Great Yarmouth Dec. 6, 
1635, Adam Mills, both single, but she soon died as 
Adam Mills, widower, m. Jane Ward, single, on Dec. 
27, 1636. 

Samuel, bapt. Dec. 22, 1616; m. at Great Yarmouth, Jan. 
10, 1637/8, Margaret Greney, both single. They did 
not come to New England. 

Deborah, bapt. Sept. 26, 1619. From the papers dealing 
with the estate of her father it appears probable 
that Deborah died young and that Robert Buffam's 
second wife had a daughter whom she named Deborah and 
who married Robert Wilson in Salem in 1658. 

vn bapt. Aug. 25, 1622; buried, "puer," Sept. 23, 
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v. Abraham, bapt. Aug. 17, 1625; buried, "infans," Oct. 
21, 1631. 
vi. Jacob, bapt. Oct. 28, 1627; buried, "infs," Oct. 13, 
1631. 
vii. John, bapt. May 22, 1631; no further record. 


2. Alice Blessing—the evidence for believing her 
to have been a Blessing will be given later—was mar- 
ried about 1615 to a man named Firmage whose given name 
is not known. The family of Firmage had some slight 
prominence in Great Yarmouth, men of the name having 
been bailiffs of the town in 1531, 1532, 1537 and 1551, 
and others being listed in the freeman's roll. The 
name is hardly spelled twice alike either in Old or New 
England—Fermace, Formais, Fearmayes, Feiremayde, Ver- 
mage, Vermaes, Vermayes, Vermasse and Vermages. Alicels 
husband either aied in England or on the voyage to Am- 
erica, for shewas "widow Alice Vermais" when she ap- 
peared before the Salem town meeting on October 2y, 
1638, with her son Mark and her presumptive brother-in- 
law, Robert Buffam. and asked for "accomodation" which 
was granted her in the form of 50 acres on February 4, 
1638/9. The two sons and four daughters who were with 
her in Salem must have been born in England, but, like 
her marriage, their baptisms are not found in the Great 
Yarmouth register. Probably they lived in a neighbor- 
ing parish. 

Alice Vermais was a member of the Salem church in 
1639, but after a few years she moved to Boston, possi- 
bly with her daughter Abigail Button and her husband. 
The Buttons were still in Salem in 1644 but were living 
in Boston in December, 1645. In 1655 Alice disposed of 
her 50 acre grant in Salem, made her will on February 
8, 1656, and died the following day. 

The will of Alice Fermace of Boston, widow, was 
proved April 24, 1656. To my sister Joan Towne, my old 
cloth gown. To my daughter Ester Estick, my best stuffe 
gown. To my grandchild Susan Goose, my box and my muff. 
To my daughter Sary Langdon, my red petticoat. All my 
wearing linen to my daughter Sarah Langdon and my daugh- 
ter Ester Estic. Pilgrim, Edee and Elizabeth, my negro 
servants, to my son Mr. Edward Hutchinson, |their ser- 
vice] to be equally divided by my daughter Susan Goose 
and my daughter Abigail Hutchinson. Residue to all 
children equally. Executor: son Mr. Edward Hutchinson. 
Witnesses; Jonathan Negus, Elkenah Coope. fThe goods of 
Alice Fermase, widow, late of Salem, deceased, were on 
February 20, 1655(6) appraised at £18:3:0 by Jeffrey 
Massey and Henry Skerry, Sen. Her Boston property was 
valued at £11:10:0 in a separate inventory made by 
Richard Cooke and Benjamin Gillam on March 11, 1656. 

The legacy to "my sister Joan Towne" is evidence 
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that Alice Firmage was born a Blessing as we know Joan 
te have been, although there is the possibility that they 
were half-sisters, born to a common mother. Additionai 
evidence is presented by the name of Alice's daughter 
Susan Goose. ‘The will (1705) of Joshua Buffam, son of 
Alice's brother-in-law, Robert Buffam, states that he 
had bought five acres in the North Field from his 
"cousin Goose." This may have been Susan (Firmage) 
Goose or her husband, whose Christian name is not known. 
There were , however, other Gooses (the temptation to 
write Geese is almost irresistible) in Salem, the fa- 
ther too old to be a son of Julian (Blessing) Goose. 

It should also be noted that Joshua Buffam was not a 
son of his father's first wife, Margaret Blessing, but 
of the second, and was not, therefore, a blood cousin 
of the Firmage children, but it would not be strange 
for the relationship to be assumed. 

It is hardly to be doubted that the two Firmage 
young men who were in Salem with Alice Firmage, 16 38- 
1640, were her sons, but neither Mark nor Benjamin is 
mentioned in her will. Both had long since left the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, however, and her highly per- 
sonal legacies would not have been suitable for them. 
They are treated herein as her children, although a 
slight possibility exists that she was their stepmother. 

Children of Alice (Blessing) Firmage, born in Eng- 
land: 


i. Mark, surely b. by 1618 as he (Formais) was made a 
freeman in Salem May 13, 160, having been admitted 
to the church Sept. 22, 1639. He had applied to the 
town for land in 1638 and was granted a 10 acre lot. 
Mark became engaged to marry a girl named Katherine, 
her surname unknown, but she jilted him and married 
Nicholas Pacy. On Dec. 29, 160, the Pacys appeared 
in court and Nicholas confessed that he knew of his 
wife's promise to marry Mark Vermass of Salem when he 
married her and made "hearty acknowledgment" of the 
wrong, while Katherine admitted that she had been 
troubled in her conscience since her marriage. Mark 
Vermais was sued for trespass by William Cousins in 
16:1 and in June 163 he (Vermass) was a member of 
the Essex County grand jury. This is the last rec- 
ord of him found in New England. He must have re- 
turned to England and found a more faithful girl than 
the fickle Katherine, for at the Independent Church 
at Great Yarmouth Mark and Ruth Firman or Vermace had 
four children baptized, 1647/8-1658, named Benjamin, 
Ruth, Benjamin again, and William. 

ii. Benjamin, probably b. about 1620. He was admitted to 
Salem church on Mar. 6, 1641/2, and made a freeman 
in Boston May 18, 162. "Wr. Benjamin Vermayes mar- 
ried unto Mris Mercy Bradford the one and twentyeth 
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of December," 168. She was the eldest daughter of 
Gov. William Bradford and the marriage is recorded 
as above in the Plymouth Colony Records. He is said 
to have bought a house and garden in Plymouth, and in 
1650/1 in the inventory of the estate of Thomas Rich- 
ards of Weymouth was entered "debt due to mr. ffer- 
mace of Plymouth." Mercy seems to have soon died, 
childless, and Benjamin, a sea captain, may have 
traveled far afield, his home port unknown. 

On Nov. 28, 1665, the Essex County Court, having 
been informed of the death of Benjamin Fearemayes at 
Ginne (Guinea), ordered that his estate in Salem be 
given into the hands of Capt. Hutchesson and the 
widow Hester Eastwick, and on June 26, 1666, admin- 
istration on the estate of Capt. Fermayes was grant- 
ed to Hester. George Gardner and Francis Nurse ap- 
praised the property which consisted of one acre in 
the field near the north ferry and half an acre, ly- 
ing between Mr. John Gidney and Goodman Peter, at 
bli. There was also a ten acre lot "on Marblehead 
side" but unfortunately it could not be located. 
Francis Nurse, aged about 5 years, deposed that Es- 
ter Eswicke entrusted a cow worth £5 to Fermane who 
promised to pay her 20s. a year for it, nineteen 
years ago, and Esther was ordered to pay herself her 
due. Francis Nurse was the son-in-law of Joan (Bles- 
sing) Towne. Possibly Mistress Firmage's three ne- 
gro Slaves were the product of one of the captain's 
voyages to Guinea. 


iii. Abigai admitted to the church in Salem in 1640. She 


m. (1) Robert Button, freeman at Salem in 162, and 
they had two children baptized in Salem 1642-16). 
In 165 Button moved to Boston where three more chil- 
dren were baptized 16),5-1650, and where he was a 
prominent merchant. He d. in Jan. 1651. Abigail m. 
(2) Edward Hutchinson, Jr., of Boston, son of Wil- 
liam and Anne (Marbury) Hutchinson, as his second 
wife. The distinguished son of a notable mother, 
Hutchinson was a representative to the General Court, 
acaptainin the colony's military forces, and firm 
in opposition to the cruel treatment of the Quakers. 
He d. at Marlborough Aug. 19, 1675, aged 62, as the 
result of a wound treacherously inflicted by an In- 
dian during King Philip's War. Abigail survived un- 
til Aug. 10, 1689. By Hutchinson she had four chil- 
dren, 

iv. Esther, m. about 1650 Edward Eastwick, mariner, of Sa- 
lem. The Goodwife Eastwick who was admitted to Sa- 
lem church on Dec. 29, 1640, was possibly Edward's 
mother and identical with the Elizabeth Eastwick who 
testified in Salem court in June, 163, as to Mary 
West—"ye woman is a very diligent woman." Warv was 
asking for higher wages from her master, Goodman Can- 
terbury. Elizabeth also testified to the nuncupa- 
tive will of John Thorne of Salem in 166, and then 
appears no more. 
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Edward Eastwick d. before Nov. 28, 1665, when widow 
Hester Eastwick had the estate of her brother Benja- 
min Fearemayes placed in her hands. Administration 
on Edward's estate was granted to her June 26, 1666, 
when she brought ina small inventory and was ordered 
to pay her children, Elizabeth 1); years old, Sarah 
12, Hannah 10, Esther 7 (born Apr. 21, 1659), and 
Edward (born Apr. 12, 1662) 0 shillings each at 
age or marriage. She survived until 1705 when her 
will, made July 22, 1698, was proved. She made be- 
quests to her grandchildren Elizabeth Carle (phonetic 
for Searle), Benjamin Bush, Edward Bush and Estwick 
Bush, and left the remainder to her daughter Eliza- 
beth Bush. It would seem that Elizabeth was the only 
one of the five Eastwick children to reach maturity 
and marry. Her first husband, whom she married June 
24, 1673, was William Pickman of Salem on whose es- 
tate she was granted administration June 28, 1676, 
and to whom she bore a posthumous son, William Pick- 
man, on Sept. 7, 1676. She married secondly, Aug. 1, 
1678, as his second wife, Edward Bush, by whom she 
had seven children. 

v. Sarah, m. before 1656, when her mother made her will, 

a Langdon, presumably John Langdon of Boston, sail- 
maker, who witnessed a bond in 1615 and mortgaged 
land in 1661. The Boston records contain the birth 
entry of only one child of John and Sarah Langdon, 
Abigail, born Aug. 25, 1660. What became of this 
couple is not known, but in 1677 a John Langdon be- 
queathed his estate to the children of Stephen Has- 
kett of Salem by a nuncupative will which Haskett ad- 
ministered. Langdon apparently died on a vovage to 
Portugal which he undertook with Mr. Eleazer Daven- 
port in 1676. He may have been a separate individu- 
al, much younger than the husband of Sarah Firmage. 

vi. Susan, m. before 1656 Goose and had a daughter 
Susan. This is all that is known about her. Neither 
Salem nor Boston records give her marriage, the 
births of children, or death records. She or her 
husband was probably the "cuzon Goose" from whom 
Joshua Buffam bought land in the North Field in Sa- 
lem. 

There was a William Goose of Salem, a sea captain, 
whose family consisted of seven persons in 1637 when 
he had a grant of land on which he built a house. In 
all probability he was William Goose, master of the 
Mary Anne of Great Yarmouth, who sailed from Ipswich, 
co. Suffolk, in May and arrived at Boston June 20, 
1637, most of the many passengers originating in 
Great Yarmouth, settling in Salem. Ina letter of 
ca. 1639 Gov. John Winthrop wrote that Mr. Goose had 
arrived at Quinnipiak (New Haven) and that merchants 
were about to hire his ship for a vovage to England. 
Mistress Goose appears several times in the court 
records. Capt. Goose d. about 1650 and his widow, 
Mary, married John Jackson whom she survived. She 
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was insane from about 1656 to 166, cared for in the 
Goose house by Goodman Clifford. Administration on 
Capt. Goose's estate was, because of Mary Jackson's 
condition, granted to the selectmen of Salem March 
29, 1664. William and Mary Goose had a son John bap- 
tized Apr. 1h, 1644, and presumably in the family of 
seven in 1637 there were other children. Thomas 
Goose who was "disguised with drink aboard the French 
Frigett in Salem harbor" in 1645 may have been one of 
them. It seems very probable that William Goose of 
Charlestown was another, particularly as the John 
Goose baptized in 16); was later in Charlestown, 

This second Capt. William Goose was 36 years old 
in 1668 and therefore born in or about 1632. He was 
married about 1658 to Susanna Jones and by her he had 
five children ca. 1659-1667, in Charlestown. Her fa- 
ther, Thomas Jones, had been a passenger on the first 
Capt. Goose's ship, the Marv Anne, in 1637. This 
marriage is vroved by thé will of Susanna's mother, 
Abigail Chadwell, who died in 1683, after surviving 
a second husband, Thomas Chadwell. Was Susanna Jones 
Capt. William Goose's second wife? William would 
have been about 26 and Susanna, who, according to her 
age at death recorded on her gravestone, was born in 
1640, would have been about 18 when they married. 
There is ample time for him to have had a first wife 
and it is surely, considering the Great Yarmouth and 
Salem background and the scarcity of Gooses in the 
Boston-Salem area in the 1630's, a plausible theory 
that she was Susan Firmage who was Susan Goose in 
1656 when her mother made her will. 


3. Joan Blessing married William Towne in Great 
Yarmouth on April 25, 1620. They had six children bap- 
tized at St. Nicholas' church 1621-1634, and two bap- 
tized in Salem. Although William Towne is first re- 
corded in Salem in 1640, it is possible that the family 
emigrated a few years earlier, with the Buffams and the 
Firmages. The eldest son, Edmund, who was apprenticed 
to Henry Skerry in Great Yarmouth, sailed with his mas- 
ter in 1637, either on the Rose of Great Yarmouth or 
the John and Dorothy of Ipswich, two vessels commanded 
by William Andrews and William Andrews, Jr., arriving 
in Boston in June. Skerry and his family settled in 
Salem. In 1651 the Townes made a permanent home in 
Topsfield. 

Of the six children recorded in England, two, John 
and Susannah, presumably died in infancy. Three sons, 
Edmund, Jacob and Joseph, founded large families in 
Topsfield, and the three surviving daughters, Rebecca 
Nurse, Mary Esty and Sarah Cloyes, gained a tragic 
prominence in one of the most unhappy chapters of Sa- 
lem's history, the witchcraft delusion. The story has 
been told many times, but always the nobility of char- 
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acter of the three sisters gains our admiration and re- 
spect. It is not necessary to detail further the life 
of William and Joan Towne, as there is a Towne genealo- 
gy (The Descendants of William Towne, E. E. Towne, New- 
tonville, Mass., 1901) and a shorter account in The An- 
cestry of Lieut. Amos Towne, W. G. Davis, Portland, 
Maine, 1927. 


4. Julian Blessing married Thomas Goose at St.Nich- 
olas', Great Yarmouth, July 31, 1622, but of her later 
life nothing is at present known. A Thomas Goose, mar- 
iner, was payin the freedom of Great Yarmouth by 
birth in 1615, and it is highly probable that he was 
Julian's future husband. Also, one would like to think 
that Capt. William Goose, the Great Yarmouth mariner 
who transported so many Great Yarmouth people to New 
England, was Julian's brother-in-law. 


Hundreds, possibly thousands, of Joan Blessing's 
descendants must live in the United States today, and, 
although the generations have not been studied far, it 
is probable that there are also many who can trace 
their descent to Alice Blessing. 


EVOLUTION OF THE NAME TEACHOUT 


Few names in America have suffered more vicissitudes 
during three centuries than the name now spelled Teach- 
out. The first recorded settler was Abraham Willemszen 
Tietsoort, who married in New York 27 April 1647. His 
son, in early Schenectady records, appears as Tithsoart. 
A short run of Dutchess County records, between 1/731 
and 1763, produces the following assortment: Tytzoort, 
Tytgoort, Tietzoort, Titsoord, Fitzoort, Tytort, Tit- 
shoor, Titsoort, Titshout, Teatswout. A man baptized 
1738 in Dutchess County as Cornelis Titsoort signed 
himself in Saratoga County between 1790 and 1801 as 
Titchout, Teatchout, and Teachoudt. His son, during 
this same period, wrote himself Teachout, and succeed- 
ing generations have followed him. But W. K. Griffin 
in his 1909 manuscript family history (New York Public 
Library) gives other modern variations derived from the 
same original stem, such as Titser, Titsworth, and per- 
haps Fitchett. 

Neil Bailey Reynolds, Scotia, N.Y. 
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SOLOMON WOODFORD OF FARMINGTON, CONN., AND CATO, N. Y. 


By Gerald James Parsons, M.S,(L.S.), F.A.S.G., Rochester, N. Y. 


The best account of the early generations of the Jo- 
sepht Woodford family of Farmington, Conn., is to be 
found in Frank Farnsworth Starr's Various Ancestral 
Lines of James Goodwin and Lucy (Morgan) Goodwin, vol. 
l, ppe 167-179. On page 178 there is noted among the 
children of Samuel and Mary (Thompson) Woodford a son 
Solomon of whose career nothing appears except that he 
conveyed land in 1783. This man was one of the many 
pioneers who left New England and settled in New York 
State during the western movement following the Revolu- 
tionary War. The data are as follows: 


1. Solomon Woodford, son of Samuel3 (Joseph@, Jo- 
sephl) and Mary (Thompson) Woodford, was born 8 March 
1751 in Northington Society (now Avon) of Farmington, 
Conn., and died in 1808 in the town of Cato, Cayuga Co., 
N.Y. He married 6 Jan. 1774, in Northington Church, 
Mary Ford, who was born 26 June 1757 at Farmington, and 
died 3 March 1850 at Rochester, N.Y., daughter of Capt. 
William and Thankful (Rowlandson)} Ford. 

As early as 1773 Solomon Woodford owned land in the 
Northington Society of Farmington [which in 1830 was 
incorporated as the town of Avon]. On 27 July 1773, he 
purchased about two acres of land "in the Bounds of 
Farmington in the Division of Land the East Side of the 
River" from Joseph Hart and Josiah Willcox, "a Commit- 
tee Appointed and Impowered by the Town of Farmington 
to sell so much Highways for the Settlement of A Gos- 
pell Minister in Northington." This property was bound 
on the north by "s4 Solomon Woodford's Land," showing 
he was already in possession of real estate. ([Farming- 
ton Deeds, 23:21] On 21 Nov. 1775, Hannah Woodford of 
Farmington sold to Solomon Woodford of Farmington "Two 
peaces of Land in Farmington on the East Side of the 
River at a place called & Known by Y® Name of Nodd..." 
[Ibid., 23:179] Then on 19 Dec. 1783, Solomon and 
Mary Woodford of Farmington for £300 sold to his broth- 
er-in-law, Lemuel Roberts [husband of Solomon's sister 
Ruth] of Simsbury, "all the Land and Buildings that we 
..ehave...by Heirship Dowry or by Purchase...Lying [in] 
Farmington in Northington Society." [Ibid., 263169] 

By 1787 Solomon had removed to Wintonbury Parish, then 
in Windsor, Farmington and Simsbury, which in 1835 be- 
came the town of Bloomfield. Hence he is listed in the 
1790 Census at Simsbury, but no land records for him 
appear there. 

In 1787 opposition to the continuance of Lemuel Rob- 
erts in the office of Justice of the Peace had devel- 
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oped and petitions were presented to the General Assem- 
bly of Connecticut. On 15 May 1787, the inhabitants of 
Wintonbury Parish presented a petition in favor of Cap- 
tain Roberts and Solomon Woodford was among those who 
signed this document. [Starr, F. F., The Roberts Fam- 
ily of Simsbury, Connecticut, in the Line of Captain 
Lemuel Roberts 1742-1709 (1896), pp. 20-c4.] 

By 1797 Solomon Woodford had removed to Greene Coun- 
ty, N.¥., and settled in the town of Greenville, which 
previous to 1808 was called Greenfield. On 30 Sept. 
1805, Solomon Woodford and his wife Mary of "Greenfield" 
conveyed land in the town of Greenville to John Ely 
[Greene County Deeds, B:326] Soon after the Woodfords 
moved to the town of Cato, Cayuga Co., N.Y., where Sol- 
omon died in 1808. On 22 apr. 1808, Daniel M. Bristol 
was appointed administrator of the estate of Solomon 
Woodford, Senior, of the town of Cato, “lately died in- 
testate." [Letters of Administration Bl, p. 186, Sur- 
rogate's Office, Court House, Auburn, N.Y.] The inven- 
tory of the estate was taken by Jesse Elwell and Elihu 
Peck at Cato, 12 Apr. 1808, and was filed 19 Jan. 1809. 
The "Appraisal of Sundry Articles of the Property of 
Solomon Woodford Sen® Deceased" totaled $188.84 1/2, 
but deduction of "Property sold since the appraisal" 
amounting to $37 left a total remaining of $151.84 1/2. 
[File 3, Surrogate's Office, Auburn. } 

Mary (Ford) Woodford continued to live in Cato until 
at least as late as 1816. In 1810 she bought 100 acres 
of land on lot 23 in Cato (now in the town of Ira) from 
her son Samuel Woodford [Cayuga Co. Deeds, N:376]) and 
sold this property 5 June 1516, to Elijah Dwellie. 
{Ibid., T:552] In 1830 Mary Woodford was living in 
Rochester, N.Y., in the then fashionable Third Ward 
with her granddaughter, Elsie (Bristol) McKnight. She 
died 3 Mar. 1850, at the McKnight home at 66 (now 75) 
South Fitzhugh Street. The Rochester Daily Democrat, 

4 March 1850, page 3, column 3, states: 


Died - At the residence of her grand daughter, Mrs. William 
McKnight, in this city, on the morning of the 3d inst. Mrs. Mary 
Woodford, in the 93d year of her age. 

Funeral this, Monday, afternoon, at 2 o'clock, from the house 
of Wm. McKnight, No. 66 South Fitzhugh st. The friends of the 
family are respectfully invited to attend. 


The record in the Bible of Mrs. Emily (McKnight) 
Pardee under "Deaths" states: "Mary Woodford, Mother 
of Mrs. Hannah Bristol and Grandmother of Elsey QO. Mc- 
Knight died City of Rochester, N.Y., on 37% day of mech 
1850 aged 93 years." Burial records of St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church in Rochester show that Mary Woodford 
died 3 March 1850, aged 93, with funeral at William Mc- 
Knight's. Mrs. Woodford is buried on the McKnight lot 


SOLOMON WOODFORD OF FARMINGTON 209 


in Mount Hope Cemetery in Rochester, the inscription 
reading MARY WOODFORD / Grandmother of / Elsie 0. Mc- 
Knight / 1757-1850. 

"The Notes of John Woolston," 1866, a manuscript 
family history (in the possession of L. E. Fowler, Ni- 
agara Falls, N.Y., in 1948) includes an account of the 
Ford family and states: "About the year 1835 she [Mary 
Wwooarord) was living in Rochester, N.Y., witha daugh- 
ter Mrs. McKnight [sic] who was a merchant doing quite 
an extensive business; and with her granddaughter Mrs. 
Bristol [sic] whose husband kept a hotel on Exchange 
St. We think she died in Rochester but are not sure." 

Children (recorded, except Joseph, in the records of 
the West Avon Congregational Church): 


Phineas Lathrop, b. 9 Aug. 177; d. 29 Seot. 1776. 

Rhoda, b. 10 Oct. 1776. 

Hannah, b. 9 Feb. 1779. 

Daniel, b. 16.Mar. 1781. 

Solomon, b. 9 Aug. 1783; in the Census of 1810, he is 
listed at Manlius, Onondaga Co., N.Y., and on 29 Apr. 
1811 Solomon Woodford of Manlius and Samuel Woodford 
of Cato bought land in lots 82 and 83 in Cato from 
Daniel M, Bristol. (Cayuga Co. Deeds, 0:21) No 
further data. 

Samel, bp. 19 Oct. 1788; m. Phebe 3; in 1810 was 
residing in Cato when he bought and sold land there 
(Cayuga Co. Deeds, J:377; N:367, 520; 0:21); 30 Sept. 
1813, Samuel and his wife Phebe were of Manlius when 
they sold 226 acres on lot 82 in Cato to Asa Rice of 
Manlius (ibid., 0:22). Storke's History of Cavuga 
County..., p. 291 (History of village of Weridian, 
town of Cato), states that "Samuel Woodford, from 
Manlius, was the second merchant. He opened a store 
about 1808, first occupying (faniel Bristol's 
store, and afterwards removing to the locality of 
Webster's store. In 1811 Woodford built the first 
grist-mill in the town, on the outlet of Otter Lake." 
In 1811 he was Captain of a Cayuga Co. company of 
militia in the Battalion commanded by Eli Matson 
(...Council of Appointment...New York, 1783-1621, 

vii. Amos, bo. 19 Oct. 1788. 
viii. Clarissa, b. 16 Mar. 1791. 
ix. Joseph, b. 26 Sept. 1797, Greene County, N.Y. 


REFERENCES: Failey, F.W., Early Connecticut Marriages, 
Family Bible of Mrs. Emily (McKnight) Pardee, daughter of Elsie 
O. (Bristol) McKnight, now (1956) in the possession of Elsie May 
(Pardee) Wilson, Narberth, Penn.; Fowler, Clara M.P., Joseph Wool- 
ston, his wife Elizabeth Bell, and Ambrose Collins Ford, his wite 
Naomi Brewer, Their Ancestors and Descendants (1939), p. I3; Gay, 
Julius, "Farmington, Conn., Families," MS. at Connecticut Histor- 
ical Society, Hartford, Conn. 
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2. Hannah? Woodford, daughter of Solomon+. and Mary 
(Ford) Woodford, was born 9 Feb. 1779, at Avon, Conn. 
She married Daniel M. Bristol, who was born about 1776, 
and died 6 Oct. 1044, aged 65, at Belvidere, Ill. In 
1802 —: resided in Rensselaerville, Albany Co., N.Y., 
and by 1806 they had removed to Cato, Cayuga Co., N.Y., 
apparently stopping a short time at Manlius, Onondaga 
Co., N.Y. Storke's History of Cayuga County...(1879), 
on page 291, under the history of the village of Merid- 
ian in the town of Cato, states that "Daniel M. Bristol, 
from Manlius, was the first merchant, not only in Mer- 
idian but in the town of Cato. He opened a store in 
1806 and kept it till 1808, when he failed and removed 
to the western part of the State." In 1810 he was 
Lieutenant in Capt. Henry R. Brinkerhoof's co. of Cayu- 
ga County militia in Lt.-Col. John Harris' Regiment. 
{...Council of Appointment...New York, 1783-1821, 2: 
1146] On 29 Apr. 1811, Daniel M. Bristol of Cato sold 
land to Solomon Woodford of Manlius and Samuel Woodford 
of Cato. (iCayuga Co. Deeds, 0:21) 

Mr. Bristol is next founda in Rochester, N.Y., where 
he purchased in 1824 two parcels of land on Exchange 
Street and the Erie Canal. (Monroe Co. Deeds, 4:5y41; 
9:210]) On this site, which today is the northeast cor- 
ner of Exchange and Broad Streets, he operated the Erie 
Coffee House [|The Rochester Telegraph, 2 Aug. 1825, p. 
3, col. 4); and in toe first Rochester Directory, 1827, 
he is listed as a tavern keeper on Exchange Street. 
However, on 2/7 Feb. 1827, he sold this property to his 
son-in-law, William McKnight of Rochester |Monroe Co. 
Deeds, 9:106], and in tne 1830 Census is listed in 
Brockport, Monroe Co., N.Y. By 1338 the Bristols had 
removed to Belvidere, Boone Co., Ill. |Monroe Co. Deeds, 
48:330] where Daniel M. Bristol died. ‘The Rochester 
Daily Advertiser, 18 Oct. 1844, p. 2, col. 5, states: 
"Died - At Belverdere [sicj, Illinois, on the 6th inst., 
after a third attack of partial paralysis, Daniel Bris- 
tol, #sq., aged 68 years - father of Mrs. Wm. McKnight, 
and brother to Mr. Charles B. Bristol of this city." 

In regard to the estate of Daniel M. Bristol, the 
County Clerk of Boone County reports: "The files in 
the matter have been lost and I find only one Court Day 
entry concerning the estate of Daniel Bristol and that 
was on Nov. 11, 1844, on which day the Last Will of 
said Daniel Bristol was proven and under said will he 
left all of his property to his wife...and provides 
that after the death of his wife the remaining property 
should go |to] the heirs of his body. In another place 
in the record the name of the widow is mentioned as 
Hannah Bristol. the only other Bristol name tnat ap- 
pears is Harriet Bristol who was a subscribing witness 
to said will and she is named in the proof of the will 
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as the wife of Wellington Bristol. Probate Record 'A! 
page 114 etc." Hannah Bristol was listed in the family 
of her daughter, Elsie McKnight, in Rochester in the 
1850 Census, but probably soon after returned west and 
died there. 

Children (surnamed Bristol; complete list and order 
of birth unknown): 


i. Elsie Ormsbee, b. 21 Oct. 1802, Rensselaerville, N.Y.; 
d. Sept. 1880, Philadelphia, Pa.; m. by Rev. John F. 
Pliss, at Parma, Monroe Co., N.Y., 1) Sept. 1823, 
William McKnight, b. Sept. 179, Canaan, N.Y., d. 
3 Aug. 1864, Rochester, N.Y., son of William and Es- 
ther (Benton) McKnight. Mr. McKnight was a leading 
dry goods merchant in Rochester from 1826 to 1852. 
Mr. and Mrs. McKnight are buried in Mt. Hope Ceme- 
tery, Rochester. 

Solomon W., merchant in Brockport, N.Y. (Monroe Co. 
Deeds, 35:393); and in 1839 was a merchant in Michi- 
gan City, Indiana, when he witnessed a deed by which 
Chauncey Bristol of Belvidere, Ill., and Hannah Bris 
tol of the same place quitclaimed land in Brockport. 
(Ibid., 49:237) 

Chauncey, seems almost certainly to have been 4 son; 
Daniel M. Bristol deeded Chauncey land in Brockport 
in 1838 at which time both parties were residing in 
Belvidere, Ill. (Ibid., 8:330), which Chauncey sold 
in 1839 (Ibid., 49:237). 


REFERENCES: Family Bible of Mrs. Emily (McKnight) Pardee; St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church Records, typed copy at Rochester Public 
Library; Jacobus, D.L., Pardee Genealogy (1927), p. 36k. 


3. Amos? Woodford, son of Solomon* and Mary (Ford) 
Woodford, was baptized 19 Oct. 1788, at the West Avon, 
Conn., Congregational Church, and died in 1313 at Cato, 
N.Y. He married Electa Elwell, who died in Oakland Co., 
Mich., daughter of Jesse Elwell, an early settler of 
Meridian, town of Cato, Cayuga Co., N.Y. Electa mar- 
ried second, ——— Savory. Amos Woodford purchased 
S2 1/2 acres of land on lot 84 in Cato from Elihu Peck 
13 May 1811. (Cayuga Co. Deeds, T:61]) Also in 1811 
Amos Woodford was an Ensign in a Cayuga Co. company of 
militia commanded by his brother, Capt. Samuel Wood- 
ford. [...-Council of Appointment...New York 1783-1821, 
2:11738) 

Children: 


i. Jesse Elwell°, b. 11 June 1811, Meridian, N.Y.; d. 
1910, Wichita, Kansas; was a resident of Cato on 17 
Oct. 1832. (Cayuga Co. Deeds, PP:l37) 

ii. Nancy Caroline. 


REFERENCE: Woodford, Frank B,, "Woodford Genealogy," at Conn. 
State Library. 
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4%. Joseph? Woodford, son of Solomon? and Mary (Ford) 
Woodford, was born 26 Sept. 1797, in Greene County, N. 
Y., probably in the town of Greenville, and died at 2 
P.M., 21 Apr. 1876, in his home in Victory village, Ca- 
yuga Co., N.Y. He married about 1820, Anna Botsford, 
who was born 1 May 1803, in Greenville, Greene Co., N. 
Y., baptized 4 Sept. 1803 in the Greenville Presbyter- 
ian Church, and died at y A.M., 1 Oct. 1881, in the 
Woodford home at Victory, daaugnter of David and Sarah 
(Webber) Botsford. Mr. and Mrs. Woodford are buried in 
Victory Cemetery. 

Joseph Woodford was a prosperous blacksmith in Vic- 
tory. In 1836 he built a cobblestone house on the 
southwest corner of the main four corners of the vil- 
lage and this home is still (1956) in the possession of 
descendants of his eldest son. He diea intestate and 
the followinys is an abstract of the Petition to be 
found in File 167 at the Cayuga County Surrogate's Of- 
fice at Auburn, N.Y. It is dated 22 May 1876: 

"The Petition of Alonzo Woodford of the town of Vic- 
tory in the County of Cayuga, respectfully sheweth: 
That your petitioner is the Son of Joseph Woodford late 
of the town of Victory in the said County of Cayuga, 
now deceased; that the said deceased died on or about 
the 28th day of April" 1376..."That the said deceased 
left Anna Woodford, his widow; that he left the follow- 
ing kindred, to wit: 

"David S. Woodford. Julia A. Van Pelt. Elizabeth 
J. Benedict and your petitioner aforesaid residing in 
Victory aforesaid. Joseph H. Woodford residing in Bos- 
ton, Mass. Mary F. Lyon, Pougkeepsie, N.Y. Harriet A. 
Doty, Hibernia, N.Y. Charlotte M. Harris of Auburn, N. 
¥e all children of said deceased of full age." 

Children (born at Victory, N.Y.): 


i. Alonzo’, b. 2) Apr. 1821; d. 28 Dec. 1903, Victory; 7. 
(1) 19 Nov. 1813, Sarah Ann Merritt, b. 1 Apr. 1825, 
d. 12 Sept. 1866, Victory, dau. of Henry Merritt; m. 
(2) Laura Merritt, b. abt. 1835, d. 7 June 1913, ae. 
78, Victory, sister of Sarah Ann. 

Joann, b. 5 Seot. 1823; d. Aug. 1825. 

David Solomon, b. 30 Oct. 1825; d. 18 July 1912, Vic- 
tory; m. there 27 Dec. 1846, Cynthia Elizabeth Wil- 
kinson, b. 18 Apr. 1827, d. 26 Jan. 1907, Victory, 
dau. of Levi and Nancy (Cook) Wilkinson, 

Joseph Hobart, b. 1 May 1828; d. abt. 1910, Newton, 
Mass.; m. 26 Nov. 1854, Boston, Mass., Mary Elizabeth 
Haley, b. lh Oct. 1831, d. 28 Apr. 1890. 

Julia Ann, b. Oct. 1831; d. 12 June 1925, South But- 
ler, N.Y.; m. at Victory, Matthew Tunis Van Pelt, b. 
there 27 May 1831, d. 24; June 1891, Auburn, N.Y., son 
of Peter and Mariah (Brokaw) Van Pelt. 

Mary Ford, b. 1 Feb. 16333; d. 20 Jan. 1919, Dutchess 


i 
ii 
i 
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Co., N.Y.3 m. Victory, 1 Jan. 185, George Lyon, b. 
12 Nov. 1821, Clinton, N.Y., d. 2h May 1902, Pleasant 
Valley, N.Y., son of John W. and Sabra (Bradshaw) 
Lyon. 
vii. Harriet Adeline, b. 1 Apr. 1836; living in 1922 at 
Kansas City, Mo.; m. Clinton Corners, N.Y., 3 July 
185, David Doty, b. there 13 June 1833, son of 
Thomas Sands andj Maria (Wing) Doty. 
viii. Elizabeth Jane, b. 3 Jan. 1839; d. 1 Mar. 1903, Victo- 
rv; m. there 27 Feb. 1862, William Thaddeus Renedict, 
b. 1 July 1835, d. 3 Nov. 1901, Victory, son of Smith 
and Eliza Ann (Williams) Benedict. 
ix. Charlotte M., b. Apr. 1842; d. 19 Dec. 1922, Victory; 
m. there July 1866, David Harris, b. 26 Nov. 1838, 
d. 23 Oct. 1912, Victory, son of Solomon and Rebecca 
(Cowell) Harris; no issue. 
x. George W., b. 27 Mar. 186; d. 13 Mar. 1850 ae. }-11- 
16 (gravestone), Victory. 


REFERENCES: Joseph Woodford Bible Record; David S. Woodford 
Bible Record; and Diary of Cynthia E. Woodford et al., all in the 
possession of this contributor; Benedict, H.M., The Genealogy of 
the Benedicts in America (1870), p. 19h; Botsford Family Associa- 
tion records; Doty, £.A., Doty-Doten Family in America (1897), pb. 
583; Miller, R.B., and Lyons, A.B., Lyon Memorial, 3:19, 205; 
New York Gen. and Biog. Record, 87:1]; Victory, N.Y., Vital Rec- 
ords, 188I- 3; Vosburgh, R.W., Greenville Presbyterian Church 
Records, p. 5. 


BRINSON ERRATUM AND ADDENDUM 


BRINSON-LEONARD-GOIILD. Vol. 32, pe 36. Add to Sth 
line of item "v. Anne Brinson" that: She d. testate 
early in 1749, having m. (1) Nathaniel Leonard who d. 
testate in 1727, and m. (2) James Gould, Esq., who d. 
testate in 1743, all of Trenton Twp., Hunterdon Co., 
Archives, XXIiI:290; XXX: 202, 203. 


BRINSON-VLIET-PLATI. Vol. 32, pe 35. Add to last 
line that said Frances Piatt, widow olf John, and for- 
merly wife of Jacob Wyckoff, d. in Aug. 1776 aged 63 
years; and that said Jacob Wyckoff, Jr., d. 28 Aug. 
1738 aged 26-11-5; both per gravestone inscriptions in 
the Elm Ridge Cemetery, between Franklin Park and New 
Brunswick, Middlesex Co., N.J.—sSomerset Co. Hist. 


quarterly, vol. 3. 


Lewis Db. Cook, F.A.S.G., F.G.S.P., Philadelphia 
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PETER BROWN OF WINDSOR, CONN. 


Prepared by Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A., F.A.S.G., in behalf of 
Herschel S. Murphy, M.D., of Roselle, N.J., and published by 
his kind permission 


For over a century, the claim that Peter Brown of 
Windsor, Conn., was son of Peter Brown of the Mayflower 
has vexed the genealogists. The following is an impar- 
tial attempt to assemble the known evidence, pro and 
con, and to evaluate it. 


I. THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 


(1) Plymouth Colony Records 


Vol. 12, pe 1. Land laid out to Peeter Brown, 1623. 


Vol. 12, pe 1l. “Division of Cattle" 1627. In the 
list of inhabitants: 

Peeter Browne 

Martha Browne 

Mary Browne 
[These are supposed to be the wife and only child (Ma- 
ry) living in 1627.] 


Vol. 1, p. 17. Mary wife of Peter Browne deceased 
without will, presented Inventory 28 Oct. 1633. 


Vol. 1, p.- 18. Court action on estate, 11 Nov. 1633. 
"Peter Browne dyed wthout will, having divers children 
by divers wiues, his estate amounting to an hundred 
pownds....Mary, his wife, who is allowed the adminis- 
tratrix [to] pay downe fifteene pownds for the use of 
Mary Browne, daughter of the said Peter, to M* Joh. 
Done, of Plymoth aforesaid, w whom the said Court 
haue placed the said Mary for nine yeares...[and to] 
pay.-..into the hands of Will' Gilson...fifteen 
pownds, for the use of Prisilla Browne, another of the 
daughters of the said Peter, the Court having placed 
the said Prisilla w*® the said Will' for 12 years.... 
And for the rest of the estate, the widow having two 
children by the said Peter, together wth her owne 39, 
it is allowed her for bringing up the said children, 
provided that shee discharge...debts...& the legacies 
given by the Court." 


Vol. 2, pe 89. 28 Oct. 1645. Priscilla Browne, daugh- 
ter of Peter, deceased, chose John Browne, "her vnckle,' 
to be her guardian. 
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(2) Bradford's Account 


Gov. William Bradford, in his history of Plymouth, 
gave a record of the "increasings and decreasings" of 
the Mayflower passengers, which is considered to have 
been written between 6 March and 3 April 1651, because 
of its mention of certain persons who were living or 
deceased at the time he wrote. He states: 

"Peter Browne married twice. By his first wife he 
had 2 children, who are living, and both of them mar- 
ried, and the one of them hath 2 children; by his sec- 
ond wife he had two more. He dyed about 16 years 
since." 


(3) Plymouth Deeds (The Mayflower Descendant, 5:29-37) 


27 Oct. 1647. Ephraim Tinkham and wife Mary sell a 
third part of the land of Peter Brown. 

8 June 1650. William Allin of Sandwich (with con- 
sent of wife Priscilla) sells to John Browne of Duxbur- 
row, weaver, 30 acres, "being the one part of three of 
the land which appertained unto the Children of Peeter 
Browne brother unto John Browne aforesaid." 

7 Nov. 1679. William Snow of Bridgewater (with con- 
sent of wife Rebeckah) sells to John Browne of Duxbur- 
row "my one third pTte of" five 20-acre lots (33 acres) 
"which were the Lots formerly of Peter Browne Deceased. 


(4) Matthew Grant Record ("Old Church Record," Windsor) 
(Published verbatim in Some Early Records and Documents 
of...Windsor by the Connecticut Historical Society) 


Pages 33-34 
"Peter Brown married mary Gillet . July . 15. 1658." 
[Births of their children] 
Mary, b. 2 May 1659 
Hannah, b. 29 Sept. 1660 
Abigail, b. 8 Aug. 1662 
Hepsibah, b. 19 Nov. 1664 
Peter, b. 2 Mar. 1666 
John, b. 8 Jan. 1668 
Jonathan, b. 30 Mar. 1670 
Cornelius, b. 30 July 1672 
Hester, b. 22 May 1673 
Isabel, b. 9 June 1676 
Deborah, b. night before 12 Feb. 1678 
Sarah, b. 20 aug. 1681 


Pages 51-52, with correction p. 197 
"John Moses married mary Brown . may . 18 . 1653." 
{Births of their children) 
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John, b. 15 June 1654 
William, b. 1 Sept. 1656 
Thomas, b. 14 Jan. 1658 
Mary, b. 13 May 1661 
Sarah, b. 2 Feb. 1663 
Margaret, b. 2 Dec. 1666 
Timothy, b. Feb. 1670 
Martha, b. 8 Mar. 1672 
Mindwell, b. 13 Dec. 1676 


Page 61 
"Anthony Hoskins marryed Jesabel Brown . July 
1656." 
{Births of children] 
Isabel, b. 16 May 1657 [spelled "Jesabell"] 
John, b. 14 Oct. 1659 
Robert, b. 6 June 1662 
Anthony, b. 19 Mar. 1663/4 
Grace, b. 26 July 1666 
Rebecca, b. 3 Dec. 1668 
Jane, bd. 30 Apr. 1671 
Thomas, b. 14 Mar. 1672 
Joseph, b. 28 Feb. 1674 


(S) Births Marriages and Deaths Returned from Hartford 
Windsor and Fairfield (from early Land Records of Colo- 
ny of Connecticut, published verbatim 1898) 


Page 41. "John moses . and mary Browne . both of Wind- 


sor were married May 18th 1653." 
Page 42. "Anthony Hoskins & Izabell Browne both of 
Windzor were married July the 16, 1656," 


(6): Windsor Land Records (see Hartford Times, 3 July 
1911, genealogical column) 


"June 28, 1658. Peter Brown hath by purchase of Robert 
Howard his dwelling house standing neer the mill...." 
{This was his first purchase and seventeen days before 
his marriage. 


(7) Cemetery Inscriptions in Windsor, Connecticut 
(Published by the D. A. R., 1929) 


Peter Brown aged neer / 60 years / he dyed the / 9th 
daye of March / 1692 


kia THE CASE "FOR" 


No son Peter is mentioned in the contemporary rec- 
ords at the Plymouth end, and no contemporary evidence 
has been founda at the Windsor end to indicate that the 
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Peter Brown ol that town was son of Peter of Plymouth. 
Nevertheless, there is considerable evidence for the 
identification, though it is traditional rather than 
documentary in character. There are also some favor- 
able arguments. 

Phelps's History of Canton (Conn.) Church, published 
in 1845, definitely states the Mayflower connection of 
Peter Brown of Windsor. So far as I have learned, this 
is the earliest printed statement. 

Hinman's Early Puritan Settlers of Connecticut, pub- 
lished 1852, p. 352, states the Mayflower connection 
With the qualification, "by tradition." 

Abiel Brown's Genealogical History of West Simsbur 
(Canton), edited and published by Rev. J. Burt in IBS, 
states the Mayflower descent "as appears by traditional 
accounts, in connection with many historical facts and 
other sketches of record, with other corroborating cir- 
cumstances." Abiel Brown was a descendant of Peter of 
Windsor, and we wish that his statement could have been 
more precise and less vague. 

John Brown, the abolitionist, claimed descent through 
Windsor Peter from Mayflower Peter, in two letters, one 
dated 15 July 1857, the other written from Charlestown, 
Va., jail, just before his execution, 19 Nov. 1859. His 
descendants state that his family Bible aoes not throw 
any light upon the matter, that he did however in life 
often inform his chilaren that his father, Owen Brown, 
often told him personally of the truth of this descent. 
Owen Brown was born 1/771, and was 19 years old at the 
death of his grandfather, John Brown (1700-1790), who 
in turn was a grandson of Peter of Windsor. If the 
tradition in this branch actually does go all the way 
back to Peter of Windsor, it would have had to be 
transmitted by Peter to his son, then from the son to 
the grandson John (1700-1790) who was not born until 
after Peter died, and finally from John to his grandson 
Owen, the father of Yohn the abolitionist. This means 
that the story would be heard in youth and retold late 
in life by five persons over a stretch of seven genera- 
tions, roughly 170 to 180 years. 

Relics alleged to have descended from Peter of the 
Mayflower through the Windsor Browns have little impor- 
tance in themselves, since there is no documentary evi- 
dence whatever to prove that any of these relics go 
back as far as claimed. However, their importance is 
that they show how widely diffused the Mayflower trad- 
ition was among the descendants of Peter of Windsor, 
and that it goes well back of 1800. So we will con- 
sider them briefly. 

A chest containing the written inscription that it 
once belonged to Peter Brown of the Mayflower has been 
preserved since about 1867 in the Episcopal Church at 
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Windsor. It apparently descended from the Browns into 
the Moore family, Joseph and Elisha Moore, through whom 
the chest came to the church. 

"Peter Brown's Spectacles" are preserved in Pilgrim 
Hall, Plymouth. Their history goes back to a Stephen 
Brown who is said to have been born on the Connecticut 
River and to have moved in 1816 to Stephentown, N.Y., 
to live with his son Ezekiel, and to have aied there in 
1820 or 1821 aged 99 1/2. If the age is correct, Ste- 
phen would be born not long after 1720, and I see no 
place for him in the Peter Brown family; but there was 
a Stephen born 1742 descended from Peter who may be the 
man if his age at death was greatly exaggerated. The 
story is that just before his death Stephen Brown gave 
these spectacles to his son Ezekiel, with the statement 
that they came over in the Mayflower in the family of 
his ancestor, Peter Brown. From Ezekiel Brown they 
descended to his niece, Mrs. D. C. Sheldon of Reedsburg, 
Wis., from whom they came to the Mayflower Society in 
1865. Peter Brown was evidently a young, unmarried man 
when he came on the Mayflower in 1620, and he died only 
thirteen years later. Young men very rarely wore spec- 
tacles in those days, and spectacles are not mentioned 
in the inventory of Peter of the Mayflower, though at 
that time when every pot and pan was appraised, specta- 
cles were of value and often do appear in inventories. 
They may, however, have belonged to Peter of Windsor, 
who lived to be sixty. The important thing, again, is 
the Mayflower tradition in another branch of the family 
at an early date. 

As actual evidence, none of the above has very great 
weight. The only conclusion that can definitely be 
based on these statements and relics is that the trad- 
ition of Mayflower descent goes back in the Windsor 
Brown family to a period well before 1800. But even 
that is hardly far enough to prove the parentage of a 
man who died in 16092, over a century before. 

In certain respects, however, the traditional claims 
may be viewed with some favor. Considering together 
the probate records and Bradford's statement, the "di- 
vers wives and divers children" of Peter of the Mayflow 
er boil down to two wives and two chilaren by each wife. 
The first wife was named Martha, and the probate iden- 
tifies her two children as Mary and Priscilla, who lat- 
er appear with their husbands in deeds. The two chil- 
dren by the second wife, Mary, are not so readily iden- 
tified, except that one of them was certainly Rebecca, 
who, as wife of William Snow, conveyed her third of 
Peter Brown's land in 1679. The other child by the 
second wife has never been identified. 

reter Brown of Windsor, by the age at death given on 
his stone, was born about 1632. Peter of the Mayflower 
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seems to have married after 1623, and in 1627 had a 
single child, Mary, and she may have been born about 
1624. She was apprenticed for 9 years in 1633, and as 
girls reached their majority at 15, we may conclude 

she was about 9 when apprenticed and that would place 
her year of birth as roughly 1624. Priscilla was ap- 
prenticed in 1633 for 12 years, and on the same basis 
she would then be 6, hence born about 1627, a little 
after the "Division of Cattle." We must allow suffi- 
cient time for the death of the first wife and marriage 
to the second wife after 1627, so the two children by 
the second wife would be born around 1630-1 and 1632-3. 
One was Rebecca, we do not know who the other was. The 
dates fit closely enough for Peter of Windsor, born 
circa 1632, to have been the other child. 

We have, then, the following factors favorable to 
the identification: lst, the name, Peter; 2nd, his age, 
which would agree with the probable age of an unknown 
child of the Mayflower reter by his second wife; 3d, 

a very old tradition, very widespread among the descen- 
dants of Peter of Windsor, that he the son of Peter of 
the Mayflower. 


iil. THE CASE "AGAINST" 


The really damaging evidence against the identifica- 
tion consists of the three deeds given by the three 
daughters of Peter Brown of Plymouth. Brief abstracts 
of these deeds were given supra. One daughter in 1647 
sold a third part of the land. Another daughter in 
1650 sold 30 acres which were "one part of three." The 
third daughter in 1679 sold 33 acres which were her 
third part of five 20-acre lots. This certainly sounds 
as if only the three daughters survived and as if each 
had a third part of 100 acres, or roughly 30 to 33 acres 
apiece. There is no deed from Peter of Windsor to a 
right in any land that had belonged to Peter of Plym- 
outh. 

Savage, whose Genealogical Dictionary (vol. l, p. 
274) was published in 1500, after the works of Phelps, 
Hinman and Abiel Brown had appears, enters Peter Brown 
of Windsor without a suggestion that he had any connec- 
tion with Peter of Plymouth; but he does suppose that 
the latter had a son Peter. However, this seems to be 
based on the appearance of Peter's name in the Plymouth 
records in certain connections after Peter of the May- 
flower was dead, and he took such references to be to a 
living reter. It must be remembered that all original 
proprietors of towns had proprietary rights to later 
distributions, and the appearance of the name in a lat- 
er distribution does not prove that a man was living or 
had a son of the name living, but simply that the es- 
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tate or heirs of the original proprietor shared in the 
distribution. 

Since Ernest Bowman, editor of The Mayflower Descen- 
dant, printed the deeds of the three daughters in 1900, 
the claims of descendants of Peter Brown of Windsor 
have not been favorably viewed by the Mayflower Society. 
Books which flatly assert that he was son of Peter of 
Plymouth were mostly published before these deeds were 
disclosed in print, such as Stiles's History of Ancient 
Windsor (2d edition, 1892). Charles E. Banks, in The 
English Ancestry and Homes of the Pilgrim Fathers, 1929, 
p. 41, says of Peter Browne that "He died about Septem- 
ber, 1633, leaving only three female descendants." In 
short, most recent authorities accept the deeds as pre- 
cluding the belief that a fourth child was living when 
the deeds were given. 

The first two deeds are earlier than 1651, when 
Bradford wrote his account, and Bradford distinctly 
states that Peter Browne of the Mayflower had two chil- 
dren by his second wife. That is confirmed by mention 
of two children of the widow in the probate records in 
1633. Hence, if we accept the deeds as showing that 
only the three girls were living in 1647, the date of 
the first conveyance to a third of the land, it is 
necessary to conclude that the fourth child, whose age 
and sex are unknown, had died by 1647. 

Quite a point has been made of the fact that Brad- 
ford did not state in 1651 that one of the two children 
by the secona wife was already dead. He was writing of 
the increasings and decreasings of the Mayflower pas- 
sengers, and it was his usual practice to specify when 
children had died. Hence if he followed his usual cus- 
tom, his statement would mean that a fourth child was 
living in 1651, after two of the deeds had been given. 
Bradford is excellent authority, but no writer is in- 
fallible, and the true explanation may simply be that 
through oversight Bradford forgot to mention that one 
of the two children by the second wife had died. 

If it is insisted that Bradford's statement implies 
that a fourth child was living, then such child could 
be Peter Brown of Windsor as well as any other Brown 
born at the proper date. In that event, it is neces- 
sary to explain how the three daughters could convey 
three equal portions of the Brown land. It cannot be 
explained by the theory that a son Peter had conveyed 
his interest by an unrecorded deed, because we have 
shown that the fourth child must have been born about 
1630-1633, hence would have been only 14 to 17 years 
old (Peter of Windsor was in t'act 15) when the first 
deed was given by a daughter in 1647, so it is impossi- 
ble that Peter had quitclaimed his interest to his 
sisters. Hence, if there was a fourth surviving child, 
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whether Feter of Windsor or another, the deeds of the 
daughters conveying equal thirds can be explained only 
by the supposition that there was a distribution (unre- 
corded) of the estate, and that the putative son Peter 
may have received the homestead while the three girls 
received the 100 acres in equal shares. 

in that event there shoula be a deed from the son 
Peter, and no such deed exists. It is, however, a fact 
that on 4 May 1653 one James Lendall of Duxbury convey- 
ed lanc formerly "of Peeter Brownes Children." Actual- 
ly, that is not the date of the conveyance, as James 
Lendall died before that aate, and it is rather a memo- 
randum by the Assistant that Lendall had acknowledged 
this sale, the date of which does not appear. Lendall 
died before 1 Mar. 1652/3 when the estates of James and 
Mary Lendall were administered |Plymouth Colony Records 
3:22; for the memorandum, see The Mayflower Descendant, 
2:169). It is not known how Lendall acquired a right 
to this Browne land. It is therefore a fair question, 
could Peter, Jr., have conveyed to Lendail in an unre- 
corded deed, and was this Feter's share in his father's 
estate? 

Such a theory seems most unlikely. fFeter of Windsor 
was barely 21 in 1653 and we do not know how much earl- 
ier the actual sale by Lendall was made. The deed was 
to only two acres of meadow, and it is inconceivable 
that a son would receive only two acres, while the 
three daughters each had a third of 100 acres. How 
then did Lendall acquire his interest? His wife was 
named Mary, and it is possible that she was Mary the 
widow of Peter Brown. In that case the sale may have 
been by the stepfather in connection with adjusting 
accounts for the care of the Brown children. 

The deeds therefore constitute almost certain evi- 
dence that by 1647 only the three girls were surviving 
of the four children of Peter Brown. 

In the documentary evidence supra, I have included 
ali the early Browns who appear in Windsor records. It 
will be noted that in 1653 and 1656 two Brown girls 
married there and had large families. Both girls were 
called of Windsor in the colony recora of their marri- 
ages. Peter Brown did not marry until 1658, and aid 
not buy his first land in Windsor until seventeen days 
before he married. There was no early Brown proprietor 
in Windsor, so there is actually a problem, not only of 
the origin of Peter, but of the origin of the two Brown 
girls who were "of Windsor" when they married there. 
They could not have been of Windsor unless they lived 
there prior to marriage, and they definitely had no 
father Brown living in Windsor. 

The most common sclution of this type of problem is 
that one of the early settlers married a widow and that 
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her children by her former husband lived there with the 
mother and stepfather. If the surname were a rare one, 
it would be an extremely likely assumption that Peter, 
Mary and Isabel were a brother and two sisters whose 
widowed mother married a Windsor man and brought them 
there to dwell. With a name as common as Brown, it 
would of course be possible to explain the presence of 
the two Brown girls in Windsor on that hypothesis, 
while it might be only coincidence that a Peter Brown 
of different origin came to Windsor to settle. Two 
young unmarried Brown girls could hardly have turned up 
as residents in Windsor unless they were living there 
with a relative, but Feter could have come to Windsor 
"on his own" and may or may not have been their brother. 

For that reason 1 drew off (supra) the full lists of 
children of Peter, Mary and Isabel, to see how far the 
same names might be repeated. With one notable excep- 
tion (Isabel), the names do not correspond. Neither 
Mary nor Isabel Brown named a son Feter, and that is 
somewhat against the theory that he was their brother. 
Furthermore, I have run through the probate of the 
three families in Manwaring's Digest, and fail to find 
any connection suggested in these records, such as act- 
ing as administrator or being appointed executor, or 
being named guardian of minor children, between the 
Brown, Moses and Hoskins families. This is entirely 
negative evidence, for sometimes the same names were 
not used in closely related families, and it is largely 
a matter of chance whether a brother-in-law figures in 
estate records as administrator, executor, or guardian 
of children. It is good evidence when such mention is 
found, but it is not disproof when not founda. 

I confess, the fact of one of the early Brown girls 
having the name Isabel, and of Feter Brown conferring 
that name on a daughter, impresses me. Isabel was not 
one of the common names of the period and place, and is 
more significant for that reason. But it is the only 
evidence seen to connect Peter with the Brown girls who 
were of Windsor and married there shortly before his 
own marriage. If it could be proved that Peter was a 
brother of either or both of these Windsor Brown girls, 
that would prove that he was not son of Peter of Plym- 
outh, because it is established by record that the lat- 
ter had but four children who were living in 1633, and 
of these four, three are identified as Mary (wife of 
Ephraim Tinkham), Priscilla, and Rebecca. 

Aside from tradition and family belief, there is no 
evidence for placing Peter of Windsor as son of Peter 
of Plymouth, and the deeds of the daughters are strong 
evidence against that theory. lt seems more likely that 
he was brother of Mary and [sabel of Windsor, and pos- 
sibly a stepson of some early Winasor settler. 
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By George E. McCracken, Ph.D. 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


In a characteristically excellent article the late 
William J, Hoffman discussed in The American Genealo- 
gist, 30:89-96, the European origin of the American De- 
Kay family, but neither he nor anyone else has to my 
knowledge as yet treated in print the first American 
generations. In the year 1838, however, James Elsworth 
DeKay, M.D., born in 1792, died in 1851, prepared a 
manuscript account of the family to that date which be- 
came available to the late Richard Watson Gilder (1844- 
1909), editor of The Century Magazine, whose wife was 
Helena DeKay (born 1847). Mr. Gilder continued the ac- 
count and, having reproduced it in what is now called 
"ditto" form, presented one copy to a DeKay descendant, 
the wife of the late Major-General Adolphus W. Greely, 
U.S.A. General Greely in turn annotated this copy and 
in 1918 deposited it in the Rare Book Room of the Li- 
brary of Congress. In the following pages the results 
of my own research have been enriched by exploitation 
of this valuable source. All baptisms and marriages 
hereafter cited are taken from the registers of the New 
York Dutch Church unless otherwise specified. 


1. Jacob! Toenissen DeKay or DeKey, as the name was 
once variously spelled, was born in Tuyl, Province of 
Gelderland, Netherlands, son of Theunis® (Jacob®, Tho- 
nis©) by his wife Geemen Dircx. He married on 29 March 
1658 Hilletje Toenis Quick, baptized on 25 Nov. 1640, 
daughter of the mason Theunis Thomaszen Quick by his 
wife Belijtgen Jacobus (perhaps a daughter of Jacques 
Vleckestyn) who had been married at Naarden, Nether- 
lands, 9 March 1625. Jacob DeKay was schepen, alder- 
man, and an elder in the Dutch Church, as well as dean 
of the bakers' guild. On 16 Aug. 1687, he was dragged 
to the fort by Jacob Leisler whom he had opposed, and 
he was killed on 19 March 1691 by the explosion of a 
"ereat gonne" during a celebration of Leisler's down- 
fall. 

Though he drew up his will on 13 April 1688, it was 
not offered for probate until 183 April 1706 [Coll. of 
N. ¥. Hist. Soc., Wills, 1:422; Fernow, Calendar, 412 
D2). Besiaes his wife Hillegarde Teunis, he names his 
eldest son Teunis, his daughter Maria DeKay (defective 
in body), his son Jacob, his grandson Jacob (son of 
Teunis), and also lists his children as Teunis, Janeke, 
Angnentie, Jacob, and Maria; executors: wife Hilletje, 
Peter Jacobs Marius, Peter DeLancy. The widow made her 
will on 11 March 1707/8 [Wills cited, 1:458 f.; Fernow, 
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419]. She names her daughters Jane Tothill, widow; Ag- 
nettie, wife of William Janeway, brewer; Mary, wife of 
Samson Broughton, Esq.; son Jacobus; daughter-in-law 
Helena, widow of eldest son Teunis DeKay; witnesses: 
Robert Dorkins, Cornelius Lodge, Parmyter; execu- 
tors: Jane Tothill and Rip Van Dam but the latter re- 
fused to serve. 


Teunis*, bapt. Apr. 1659; d. 1702-1708. 
Janneken, bapt. 15 Dec. 1660; d. before 28 Nov. 1665. 
Johannes, bapt. 28 Jan. 1662; d. before 8 June 166k. 
Johannes, bapt. 8 June 166k; d. before 18 July 1668. 
Janneken, bapt. 28 Nov. 1665; d. between 23 and 29 
June 1720. 
Johannes, bapt. 18 July 1668; d. before 1 Apr. 1679. 
Agnietje, bapt. 6 July 1670; d. after 11 Mar. 1707/8. 
Jacobus, bapt. 27 Nov. 1672. 
Maria, bapt. 27 Jan. 1675; d. after Nov. 1707. 
Samuel, bapt. Apr. 1677; d. before 11 Dec. 1682. 
Johannes, bapt. 1 Apr. 1679; d. before 13 Apr. 1688. 
Rachel, bapt. 25 Aug. 1680; d. before 13 Apr. 1688. 
Samuel, bapt. 11 Dec. 1682; d. before 13 Apr. 1688. 
Rachel, bapt. 26 Sept. 1686; d. before 13 Apr. 1688. 


2. Captain Teunis@ DeKay, eldest son of Jacob! Toe- 
nissen DeKay by his wife Hilletje Toenis Quick, was 
baptized on 4 April 1659. As Teunis D:Keij he signed 
among inhabitants of Ulster County on 30 Dec. 1701 and 
again on 2 Oct. 1702 [Docs. Rel. to the Col. Hist. of 
N. Y., 4:938, 1006]. He was, however, already dead 
when his mother made her will on 11 March 1707/8. He 
married on 26 April 1680 Helena Van Brugh, daughter of 
Johannes and Catherine Van Brugh, and she is called 
Teunis DeKay's wife in the will of her father dated 22 
Dec. 1696, probated in 1700 |Wills, 1:89, 93]. Teunis 
DeKay made his own will on 20 Aug. 1702, probated 1 
Sept. 1708 [Wills, 2:12], naming his eldest son Jacobus 
and mentioning, without naming, his other children; 
brother Capt. Jacob DeKay, brother-in-law Mr. Pieter 
Van Brugh. Helena DeKey, widow of Teunis DeKay of New 
York, merchant, made her will on 31 Jan. 1735/6, pro- 
bated 28 Aug. 1738 [Wills, 3:211], naming her daughters 
Helena Sheffield, widow; Hillegonde Bayard; the chil- 
dren of deceased daughter Catharine Wendell; and son 
Johannes who is to be maintained by daughter Helena. 

Issue: 


Catharina3, bapt. 15 Mar. 1681; living 1722, not liv- 
ing 31 Jan. 1735/6. 

Hillegonde, bapt. 1 Nov. 1682; living 27 July 17h5. 

Jacobus, bapt. 31 Aug. 168; d. 29 Nov. 1719. 

Lucretia, bapt. 8 Aug. 1686; d. 11 June 1711; marriage 


Issue: 

2 i. 
$i. 
iii. 
iv. 
3 v. 
vi. 
4 vii. 
viii. 
6 ix. 
xi. 
xii. 
xiii. 
xiv. 
7 
8 ii. 
iii. 
iv. 
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banns, Sept. 1708, wedding on 11 Sept. 1708, to Adri- 
aan Beekman. No issue discovered. 

Johannes, bapt. Mar. 1688; d. 10 July 1689. 

Johannes, bapt. 13 Nov. 1689. His mother's will dated 
31 Jan. 1735/6 directs that he be supported by sister 
Helena. He witnessed baptisms of nephews Theunis 
Wendell (30 Oct. 1717), Hendrikus Wendell (5 Aug. 
1719); witnessed in New York, 19 Feb. 1739/0 (Wills, 
3:359); with Elizabeth DeKay, who was perhaps his 
wife, witnessed will of Daniell Connor, 23 Oct. 17h) 
(Wills, 4:227 f.; Fernow's abstract, p. 272, wrongly 
reads Elizabeth as Elijah). The DeKay-Gilder manu- 
script says he died in 1756, probably without issue. 
The said Elizabeth DeKay may have been the woman of 
that name who m. Thomas Bevan at Trinity Church, 26 
Aug. 1747. She can hardly have been a sister of Jo- 
hannes, since she was not mentioned in his mother's 
will. 

Aelena (sic: error for Helena?), recorded 2 Dec. 1691 
among baptisms but with notation that she d. before 
baptism. 

Rachel, bapt. 9 Apr. 1693; d. before 31 Jan. 1735/6. 

Henricus, bapt. 22 Sept. 1695; d. 1719, not mentioned 
in mother's will. 

Petrus, bapt. 19 Sept. 1697; d. 1717, not mentioned in 
mother's will. 

Helena, bapt. 23 Apr. 1699; d. 1700, not mentioned in 
mother's will. 

Helena, bapt. 1 Feb. 1702; d. after 11 Aug. 17h. 


3. Janneken@ DeKay, second daughter and fifth child 
of Jacobl Toenissen DeKa by his wife Hilletje Toenis 
Quick, was baptized on 28 Nov. 1665 and was named as 
living in the wills of both parents. She married with 
license 31 May 1686 Jeremiah Tothill, young man from 
Old England (obviously not related to the Tuthill fam- 
ily of Southold). He is mentioned as Jeremiah Tothill 
Esq-, alderman, in the will of his mother-in-law, 11 
March 1707/8, and made his own will on 29 May 1705, 
probated 1 Dec. 1705 (Wills, 1:414 f.], and mentions 
wife Jannettie, children Mary, Hyla, Jeremiah, Edward, 
Jannettie; brother-in-law Capt. Jacobus DeKay [wrongly 
called Johannes in printed abstract]; executors: wife 
and brother-in-law Capt. Jacobus DeKey; witnesses: Ben- 
jamin Faneuil, John Van Cortland, David Jamison. Jane 
Tothill, widow of Jeremiah, made her will 23 June 1720, 
probated 29 June 1720 (Wills, 2:228 f.]. She likewise 
alludes to the children Mary, Hyla, Jeremiah, Edward, 
and Jannettie, as mentioned in their father's will, but 
announces that Mary has now married John Reade of New 
York, merchant, and has a daughter Mary, granddaughter 
of testatrix, and that daughter Hyla has died. She al- 
so mentions sister Janeway and the latter's daughter 
Agnes; John Broughton, minor son of sister Mary Brough- 


v. 
Vie 
vii. 
viii. 
xi. 
wai. 
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ton; executors: son-in-law John Reade, sons Jeremiah, 
Edward, and daughter Jane; witnesses: Samuel Bayard, 
John Cruger, Barent Rynders, John Wileman. 

Issue: surname Tothill 


i. Mary>, bapt. 21 Mar. 1688; m. John Reade, merchant, 
well before 1720. His will, dated 28 Jan. 1736/7, 
probated 20 Dec. 1739 (Wills, 3:279), names wife Ma- 
ry, grandson Reade Colgan, brother-in-law the Rev. 
William Vesey. The marriage of Mary Reade to 
Colgan has not been found. 

Hillegonda, bapt. 2 Nov. 1690; d. before 15 July 169k. 

Jacob, bapt. 2 Feb. 1692; d. before 9 June 1701. 

Hillegonda, bapt. 15 July 169; d. before 17 Dec. 1699. 

Rachel, bapt. 20 Oct. 1695; d. before 29 May 1705. 

Jenneke, bapt. 27 June 1697; d. soon. 

Hillegond, bapt. 17 Dec. 1699; d. between 29 May 1705 
and 23 June 1720; mentioned as Hyla in both parents' 
wills. 

Jacob, bapt. 9 Jume 1701; d. before 29 May 1705. 

Jeremiah, baptism not found, b. before 29 May 1705; 
living 23 June 1720. 

Edward, baptism not found, b. before 29 May 1705; liv- 
ing 23 June 1720. 

Jannettie, baptism not found, b. before 29 May 1705; 
living 23 June 1720. 


4. Agnietje DeKay, third daughter and sixth child 
of Jacob+ Toenissen DeKay by his wife Hilletje Toenis 
Quick, was baptized on 6 July 1670, and is named as 
living in the wills of both parents. She married first, 
on 14 April 1689, Henry De Meyer or De Meyert, baptized 
7 Nov. 1668, son of Nicholas. He died testate in 1692, 
administration to the widow on 10 Dec. 1692 |Wills, 1: 
207]. On the De Meyer family, see E. R. Purple, Con- 
tributions to the History of Ancient Families of New 
Amsterdam and New York (New York 1061), p. /6; N.Y¥.Gen. 
and Biog. Record, 9:10. She married second, by license, 
on ll Aug. Lo90, William Janeway, he being called brew- 
er in his mother-in-law's will dated 11 March 1707/8. 
Agnietje was a beneficiary of the will of Dominie Hen- 
ricus Selyns, 13 Nov. 1700 (Wills, 11:7; see N.Y. Gen. 
and Biog. Record, 57:126 f.]. The will of William 
Janeway, dated 17 Feb. 1703/4, probated 4 Nov. 1709 
lWills, 2:56), names wife Agnes and her children Henry 
and Lydia De Meyer; refers to the possibility that she 
may yet bear him a child, and one such was born, but 
either posthumously or Janeway neglected to change his 
will to include her name; witnesses: Nicholas DeMeyer, 
William Vesey, Samuel Bayard. 

Issue: by first husband, surname DeMeyer 


i. Lydia3, bapt. lh Feb. 1691; living 17 Feb. 1703/h. 
ii. Henry, bapt. 13 Nov, 1692; living 17 Feb. 1703/h. 


i 

ii 

i 

Vv 

vi 

vii 
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issue: by second husband, surname Janeway 


iii. Agnes, b. prob. ca. 170-9, perhaps posthumously; men- 
tioned in Jane Tothill's will. 


Se Captain Jacobus“ DeKay, eighth child, fifth son, 
and second son to survive, of Jacob* Toenissen DeKay by 
his wife Hilletje Toenis Quick, was baptized on 27 Nov. 
1672. By license dated 9 May 1694, he married on 9 
June 1694 Sarah Willett, daughter of the Hon. Col. Tho- 
mas© Willett (Thomast, not the first English mayor of 
New York) by his first wife Helena Stoothoff, daughter 
of Captain Elbert Elbertse Stoothoff by his wife Aeltje 
Cornelise Cool. On this Willett family see Rosalie 
Fellows Bailey (N.Y. Gen. and Biog. Record, 80:1-9, 83- 
96, 156-164, 220-229) 3 on the Stoothoffs see ibid., 65: 
20; 70:353. Jacobus DeKay died after 3 Jan. 1725 when 
he was a sponsor at Hackensack. No probate has been 
found for either him or his wife and no baptism for two 
of their daughters. 

Issue: 


Jacob, bapt. 9 Oct. 1695; said to have d. s.p. 
Thomas, bapt. Dec. 1696; 4d. before 6 Feb. 1698. 
Thomas, bapt. 6 Feb. 1698; d. 1 Jan. 1758. 

Hellegond, bapt. 6 Aug. 1699; d. after 25 Nov. 1733. 
Mary, no baptism found; d. after 5 May 1759. 

Eleanor, no baptism found, 

Elizabeth, bapt. 29 Aug. 171; d. between 27 May 1733 


and 11 Dec. 173k, without issue. gn the former dats 


Elizabeth DeKay and husband Philip’ Edsall (Richar 
Samuel+) witnessed a Hackensack baptism, and on the 
latter date, the same Philip Edsall m. (2) at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church, Long Island, Elizabeth 
Pomeroy, daughter of the Rev. Samuel Pomeroy by his 
first wife. Philip Edsall d. at Newtown on 21 Feb. 
1791, all children by second wife. 


6.. Maria Dehay, fourth daughter ana ninth child of 
Jacob! Toenissen DeKay by his wife Hilletje Toenis 
Quick, was baptized on 27 Jan. 1675 and is named as 
living in the wilis of both parents. Her father's will 
calls her defective in body but she was strong enough 
to marry thrice within eight years. Pierre Bellin mar- 
ried at the New York Huguenot Church on 26 April 1691 
Suzanne D'Harriette and Mr. Pieter Belyn married second, 
at the New York Dutch Church on 28 Oct. 1699 Maria De- 
Kay, j.d., this record calling him Wed’ V Susanna dhar- 
itte. Pierre must have died soon afterwards, for on 14 
Nov. 1700, Elie Boudinot made his will (Wills, 1:346], 
in which he makes clear that he, Boudinot, had made a 
prenuptial agreement with Suzanne Papin in London on 1l 
Nov. 1686 to pay certain funds to the said Suzanne 
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Papin's children, Benjamin and Suzanne d'Harriette, and 
that he has since done so in the case of the daughter 
by paying the sum to Suzanne d'Harriette's husband, the 
late Pierre Bellin. Thus, the marriage of Pierre Bel- 
lin and Maria DeKay had lasted at the most only thir- 
teen months. Next, Mary Belline married by license on 
2 Oct. 1701 Ferdinand Ravaud, and Mary Ravaud married 
third, by license on 24 Dec. 1705, Samson Broughton, 
called Samson Broughton Esq., in his mother-in-law's 
will dated 11 March 1707/8. While widow to Bellin, 
Maria witnessed the baptism of her nephew Jacob Tothill 
on 9 June 1701, being then called widow of Pieter Bel- 
tim. Samson Broughton's will, dated 30 Nov. 1/707, pro- 
bated 27 Aug. 1712 (Wills, 2:133j, mentions wife Mary 
but no children; witnesses: John Rigxrs, Heligonda Le- 
Key, Joseph Huddleston. No probate has been found for 
either Pierre Bellin or Ferdinand Ravaud, both obvious- 
ly Huguenots. Neither is otherwise mentioned in the 
registers of the Huguenot church. It would appear from 
the above that Maria had no issue, but this is false, 
for the will of her sister Jane Tothill mentions a son. 
Issue: by third marriage, surname Broughton 


i. John?, b. after date of father's will, 30 Nov. 1707, 
perhaps nearer 27 Aug. 1713, the date of its proba- 
tion; minor, certainly, in 1720; m. by license dated 
12 May 1737, Alida Gouverneur, whose sister Margaret 
Gouverneur, in her will dated Nov. 1758, confirmed 
17 Aug. 1762 (Wills, 6:168 f.) mentions sister 
Broughton's children, minors: Skelton, John, Sarah, 
Mary. 


2 


Catharina? DeKay, eldest child of Teunis 
(Jacob+ ) gg wife Helena Van Brugh, was baptized on 


beKay 


15 March 1601 and died between ly Oct. 1/22, when her 
last child was baptized, and 31 Jan. 1735/6 when her 
mother's will calls her deceased. She married by li- 
cense dated 14 May 1702, on 15 May 1702, Abraham’ Wen- 
dell (Johannes¢, Evertl Janse), born at Albany, baptiz- 
ed 27 Dec. 1678, died at Boston, Mass., on 28 Sept. 
1734, buried in the Granary Burying Ground (tomb no. 
55). He had lived in Boston for many years. On this 
family see New on Hist. and Gen. Register, 36:246; 


25 and chart. 
Issue: surname Wendell 


i. Johannis4, b. 28 Apr. 1703, bapt. 2 May 1703; d. 15 
Dec. 1762 at Boston; m. (1) 10 Nov. 172h, Elizabeth 
Quincy of Braintree; m. (2) 17 Oct. 1751, Mercy 
Skinner. 

ii. Elizabeth, bapt. 20 Aug. 170L; d. Roston, Mass., 7 Nov. 


| 
| 
cob Wendell of Portsmouth, N.H. (Boston 1882), pp. 23- | 
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1769; m. 15 Apr. 1725, Edmund Quincy. He amd Eliza- 
beth Quincy (above) were, of course, related to the 
Quincy ancestors of President John Quincy Adams. 
iii. Abraham, bapt. 6 Mar. 1706; d. 17 Apr. 17h1; m. Jane 
Phillips. 
iv. Helena, bapt. 21 Sept. 1707; d. in Jamaica, British 
West Indies; m. John Rogers. 

v. Catharina, bapt. 27 Mar. 1709; m. William Bullfinch of 
Boston. We have not attempted to see whether they 
were ancestors of the famous architect, Charles Bul- 
finch, born at Boston in 1763, son of the physician 
Thomas Bulfinch. 

vi. Jacobus, bapt. 31 Aug. 1712. 
vii. Lucretia, bapt. 18 July 171); d. Mar. 1752, Braintree; 
m. Samuel Sturgis of Braintree. 
viii. Theunis, bapt. 2) June 1716; d. before 30 Oct. 1717. 
ix. Theunis, bapt. 30 Oct. 1717. 

x. Hendrikus, bapt. 5 Aug. 1719. 

xi. Sarah, bapt. 18 Jan. 1721; m. John Dennie of Boston. 
xii. Maria, bapt. 1) Oct. 1722; m. Peter Oliver. 


8. Hillegonde2 DeKay, second chila of Teunis¢ DeKay 
(Jacob!) by his wife Helena Van Brugh, was baptized 1 
Nov. 1682 and was living on 27 July 1745 when she was 
called mother of the late wife of Thomas Noble, mer- 
chant, in his will of that date (Wills, 4:67 f.]. She 
married on 22 Dec. 1703 Jacobus Bayard, sixth child of 
Balthazar Bayard by his wife Maria, daughter of Govert 
Loockermans lise N. ¥. Gen. and Biog. Record, 8:15]. He 
is mentioned in Balthazar Bayard's will dated 4 March 
1699/1700, probated 17 Feb. 1705/6 (Wills, 1:416 f.]. 
We have not found when Jacobus Bayard died but his wife 
was not called widow in her mother's will dated 31 Jan. 


1735/6. 


Issue: surname Bayard 


i. Marie, bapt. 28 Jan. 1705; d. before 16 July 1711. 
ii. Balthazar, bapt. 30 Aug. 1706. 
iii. Helena, bapt. 11 July 1708; she or the next daughter 

m. Thomas Noble and had d. s.p. before 27 July 17h)5. 

iv. Maria, bapt. 16 July 1711; see Helena above. 

v. Jacobus, bapt. 6 May 1713. 

vi. Samuel, bapt. 23 Jan. 1715. 
vii. Theunis, bapt. 21 Apr. 1717. 


9. Helena? DeKay, twelfth child and seventh daugh- 
ter of Teunis* DeKay (Jacob? ) by his wife Helena Van 
Brugh, was baptized on 1 Feb. 1702. She married first, 
on 1 Sept. 1727, Samuel} Sheffield, fourth son of Nath- 
aniel© Sheffield (Ichabod+) by his wife Mary Chamber- 
lain. Nathaniel3 Sheffield was a mariner (see New Eng- 
land Hist. and Gen. Register, 104:8]. Samuel Schof- 
fel's wife, not widow, witnessed a baptism on 19 Oct. 
1735, so we conclude that Samuel was then living, but 
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died before 31 Jan. 1735/6 when his mother-in-law call- 
ed Helena a widow. Helena married second, on 11 Aug. 
1744, Dominie Gerard Haeghoort [see New England Hist. 
and Gen. Register, 36:247 n.], by whom there appears tc 
have been no issue. 

Issue: by first husband, surname Sheffield 


i. Samel!, bapt. 15 May 1729; witnesses: Paulus Richard, 
Helena DeKey. 


10. Colonel Thomas DeKay, third son of Jaco bus© 
DeKay (Jacob~) by his wife Sarah Willett, was born on 3 
Feb. 1698, baptized on 6 Feb. 1698. He was the only 
male DeKay of his generation to have male issue. He 
died on 1 Jan. 1758 and was buried in the DeKay ceme- 
tery on his own lands at Vernon, New Jersey. See J. P. 
Snell, History of Sussex and Warren Counties, N. J., p. 
358; David Barclay, "Colonel Thomas DeKay, a Pioneer of 
Western Orange County," read before the Newburgh His- 
torical Society, 8 May 1899, and printed in the publi- 
cations of the Historical Society of Newburgh Highlands, 
No. 6. The latter contains a very interesting account 
of Colonel DeKay's military career. 

On 28 May 1723, place unknown, he married Christiana 
Duncan, born 2 Feb. 1707, probably in New York, died 6 
Sept. 1784, probably at Vernon, N.J., daughter of George 
Duncan, native of Scotland, by his wife who was the 
widow of one Mitchell of Bermuda. See Wills, 11:34, 
for proof of her father's name—her mother's identity 
is derived from the DeKay-Gilder manuscript. See also 
Wills, 5:421, where the will of Thomas Duncan of New 
York, merchant, dated 9 Nov. 1758, mentions sister 
Christian DeKay, widow of Thomas DeKay, lately deceased. 

In 1754 and 1755 [Wills, 5:22, 63] there was a jus- 
tice of the peace in Orange County whose signature has 
been read as Theunis DeKay, but as no Theunis is known 
to have been then living there, we feel sure this is an 
error for Thomas DeKay who was a justice of the peace. 
Thomas DeKay held his colonelcy in the Orange Horse 
Guards. He dated his will 15 Dec. 1757, probated 22 
May 1758 (Wills, 5:243 f.; Fernow, Calendar, 108, no. 
4S7]. He mentions wife Christiana; the heirs of de- 
ceased son George; sons Jacobus, Thomas, William Wil- 
lett, Michael, Charles; daughter Sarah Arnauld; grand- 
daughter Frances Sackett; daughters Jenny Morris, Chris- 
tiana Gale, Elizabeth DeKay, Mary DeKay, Hilco DeKay, 
Frances DeKay; executors: sons Jacobus, Thomas, William 
Willett [Dekay|; witnesses: David McCamly, miller, John 
Decker, Jacobus Decker, Elizabeth Hamer, spinster [sig- 
nature apparently in German script]. From this point 
we rely more heavily upon the DeXay-Gilcer manuscript. 

Issue: no baptisms discovered 
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1h i. George4, b. 11 Apr. 1728; d. 26 Nov. 1757; perhaps 
eldest son. 

15 ii. Jacobus. 

16 iii. Thomas. 

17 iv. William Willett, b. 1735; d. 1816. 

18 v. Michael. 

vi. Charles, b. 1 Aug. 1753; captain of Sloop Sally in 
1775; m. Johannah Camp of Newark, N.J.; no issue. 
vii. Sarah, b. 27 Dec. 1726; d. 31 July 1768; m. at Trinity 

Church, New York, 28 Nov. 1750, Henry Arnold of 
Kent, England, mariner, whose will dated 29 Dec. 
1750, probated 18 Sept. 176) (Wills, 6:3), men- 
tions wife Sarah, has Jane DeKay among witnesses, 
and in a codicil dated 2 June 1764 mentions sister- 
in-law Hilah DeKay. Henry Arnold d. 1h Sept. 176) 
aet. 48. The will of Sarah Arnold, widow, of New 
York, dated, according to the printed abstract 
(Wills, 7:195), 20 July 1768, and probated, accord- 
ing to the same source, 13 April 1768—the error is 
not attributable to the present compiler—mentions 
sister Mary DeKay; brothers Michael DeKay and Charles 
DeKay; sister Frances DeKay; niece Frances Sackett; 
the children of sister Jean Morris: Christian, Jacob, 
Sarah; Henry Gale, son of Samuel Gale; the children 
of brother George DeKay: George, Juliana; niece Sa- 
rah, daughter of Thomas DeKay; Henry Arnold Cooper, 
son of sister Elizabeth Cooper; mother, Christian 
DeKay; Willet DeKay's children: Thomas, George, Wil- 
liam, Mary; and again, sisters Mary and Frances De- 
Kay. It is apparent that Sarah DeKay Arnold had no 
issue, yet there is in the DeKay-Gilder manuscript a 
note in the beautiful and vigorous hand of General 
Greely that states that it was from this Sarah DeKay 
that Mrs. Greely (not more specifically named) was 
descended! 

viii. Frances, m. at Trinity Church, New York, 2 Nov. 17L9, 
James Sackett of Philadelphia. She was dead when 
her father made his will in 1757, naming their daugh 
ter Frances, b. 17 Jan. 1751, living in 1768, mar- 
ried William Laight. 

19 ix. Jane, alias Jenny or Jean, b. 172k. 

20 x. Christiana. 

21 xi. Elizabeth. 

22 xii. Mary. 

23 xiii. Hillegonde, alias Hilco or Hilah. 
xiv. Frances, d. soon. 

2h xv. Frances. 
xvi. Johannes. 


(To be Concluded ) 
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JUDITH (DANSON) WIFE OF CHARLES CROSSTHWAYTE 
Py Mrs. John E, Barclay, F.A.S.G., Whitman, Mass. 


In The American Genealogist, Vol. 26, p. 215, an 
article by Walter Lee Sheppard, Jr., on the Crossthwayte 
family of Boston and Salem County, N.J., shows that 
Charles Crossthwayte by wife Judith had four children, 
all sons, recorded in Boston between 16/1 and 1680. 

The following statements collected from various sources 
will identify his wife as Judith Danson and at the same 
time serve to correct some errors about her family in 
the History of Middleboro, by Thomas Weston, page 40. 

The date of arrival in this country of George Danson 
and his family and Charles Crossthwayte has not been 
found, but taking into consideration the data as a 
whole, it seems evident that they were here about 1670. 
Charles and Judith may have been married in England, 
settling in Boston where four of their five known chil- 
dren are recorded. The Crossthwayte family may have 
come originally from the parish of Crossthwayte, co. 
Cumberland, England. We should note here that George's 
name is written both as Dawson and Danson which undoubt- 
edly has caused much confusion in identifying the fam- 
ily. We find George Danson mentioned first in Plym- 
outh Colony in the following records: 

Inventory of Nicholas Davis's estate dated 4 July 
1673: "cattle in the hands of George Dawson, Thomas 
Lewis, James Haughton and Goodman Goodspeed" [Plymouth 
Colony Willis and Inv. 3:1:102; see also Mayflower Des- 
cendant, 25:119]. 

John Gorum of Barnstable to George Danson now resi- 
dent at Barnstable husbandman, a share of land, upland, 
swamp and meadow at Middleborough alias Nemasket, for- 
merly of John Howland late of Plymouth, deceased, dated 
16 Feb. 1673 [Plym. Col. Deeds, 4:108]. 

He was living 26 Feb. 1673/4 in a house and land 
owned by the above Nicholas Davis deceased which was 
being attached at this time for some reason not quite 
clear by Samuel Nash, chief marshal of the Colony; this 
= not recorded until 7 July 1681 [Plym. Court Orders, 

S70]. 

George Danson of Middleboro was fined 27 Oct. 1674 
for doing "servill worke on the Lord's day" [Plym. Col. 
Court Orders, 5:156]. 

George Danson of Middleboro, yeoman, sold to James 
Foord of Weymouth, husbandman, 1/35th part of all that 
tract or parcel of land commonly called Major's Pur- 
chase....all my share; dated 5 Mar. 1674/5 [Plym. Col. 
Deeds, 4:17]. 

George Danson of Boston sold to Thomas Faunce lands 
in Middleboro, mentioning he was driven out by Indians 
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and house lately burned; dated 18 June 1679 [Plym. Col. 
Deeds, 5:79]. 

George Danson was one of the original proprietors of 
the Sixteen Shilling Purchase, Middleboro. He was own- 
er of the 6th lot in the Twenty-six Men's Purchase be- 
fore the breaking out of the war, and his name appears 
on the list of proprietors. [Middleboro Town and Pro- 
prietors' Records. } 

According to the History of Middleboro by Thomas 
Weston, he lived in that part of Middleboro known as 
Thompson Road somewhere between Danson Brook and the 
home of John Thompson. The History relates how he was 
shot by the Indians upon the breaking out of the war at 
the brook which bears his name and it implies that he 
was killed, but like so many legends this can be proved 
erroneous. Records show he lived in Boston many years 
after the war and left a will. 

Ceorge Danson and his wife applied for permission to 
settle in Boston, 25 Nov. 1675 |Tenth Report of Boston 
Record Commissioners, p. 57]. They were Quakers “hav- 
ing a house burnt at Midleborowe in Plymouth Patent and 
lodgeth at John Warren's, were returned to ye Court 25 
Nov. 1676" [Seventh Report, ibid., p. 98]. 

On 28 May 1679 he is called "a loaf bread baker" 
(Records of Massachusetts Bay, 5:222]. 

George Danson is listed in the 1681 tax list [First 
Report of Boston Record Commissioners, p. 72]. He le is 
also named 2/ Aug. 16565 in a list of males in Boston 
from 16 years and up, and in the tax list of 1691 
[ibid., pp. 140, 153]. In 1702 Thomas Oakes petitioned 
to recover 25s. as rate formerly assessed upon George 
Danson which is to be repaid [Eighth Report ort, ibid., p. 
137]. Widow Danson was taxed 1655 [Tenth Re eport, 132). 

George Danson died near 26 July 1592, the date his 
will was probated, leaving a widow named Elizabeth 
[Suffolk Probate, 13:40-1]. This is the first record 
in which we learn the name of his wife. There is no 
indication whether she was his only wife and the mother 
of Judith, but we presume that she was. She married 
second, 2 Feb. 1692 [1692/3], Thomas Oakes, the marri- 
age being performed by Rev. James Allen [Ninth Report, 
op. cit., p. 203]. She died near 29 June 1/22, the 
date that Thomas Palmer and Cornelius Waldo were named 
administrators of the remaining estate of George Danson 
of Boston, deceased, "the widow also being deceased" 
[Suffolk Probate, New Series, 2:494-6; 22:589). 

We fina mention of only one child; if there were 
others, they evidently aid not live to maturity. 

Judith< Danson was probably born between 1645 and 
1655; died before Dec. 1689, the date of her father's 
will; married, probably about 1670, Charles Cross- 
thwayte, but no record was found. His parentage and 
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date of death do not appear, nor any probate of an es- 
tate. They had four chilaren recorded in Boston, but 
there was an additional child, named Elizabeth, men- 
tioned in George Danson's will as "granddaughter Eliza- 
beth Crosweight." The Crossthwayte children (births 
from printed Boston records) were: 


1. George, b. 16 June 1671; d. young. 

2. klizabeth, b. perhaps 1673; living in 1689; see 
below. 

3. George, b. 3 Mar. 16763; mentioned in 1639 in his 
grandfather's will; d. before 1723, probably 
without issue and unmarried. 

4. Charles, b. 3 Feb. 1678, also mentioned in his 
grandfather's will; d. intestate, Inventory 12 
Jan. 1730 leaving two daughters accoraing to 
‘r. Sheppard's a:ticle, q. v. for details. 

5. John, b. 7 May 1680; not mentioned in granat'a- 
ther's will; evidently d. before 1689. 


In George Danson's will he bequeaths "to my disobe- 
dient granddaughter Elizabeth Crosweight two New ikng- 
land shillings to be disposed of at pleasure." No fur- 
ther record of Elizabeth has been found, but I judge 
she may have been born about 1673, which would make her 
about 16 at the date of the will; otherwise, she may 
have been born prior to 1671, or about 1569 and hence 
aged about 20 in 1689, in which case her parents would 
have been married earlier than suggested above. 

George Danson's will [Suffolk Probate, Boston, 13: 
41], dated 10 Dec. 1689, in which he is called "baker," 
bequeaths the residue of his estate after debts are 
paid to wife Elizabeth, house and 500 acres in Township 
of Worster, ana all other lands and tenements wherever 
situated except as hereafter willed: to grandson George 
Crosweisht, feather bed and bolster and 1000 acres in 
Township of Nepmugg Country; to grandson Charles Cros- 
weight, 250 acres of land in Township of Worster at 
place commonly known as Rurnt Cool plaine; to my dis- 
obedient granddaughter Elizabeth Crosweight, two New 
Kngland shillings; to grandsons George and Charles 
Crosweight, reversion of all estate left to my wife; 
wife Elizabeth, executrix; friends John Comer, brazier, 
Boston, and William Gibbens, hatter, Boston, overseers. 
The inventory [ibid., 13:346] was taken 29 vec. 1693 
and sworn to by the widow Elizabeth Oakes, late Danson, 
Feb. 1693/4 

It is from the following Plymouth County Deeds we 
learn that 18 June 1728 Charles Crossthwayte [Jr.] is 
the only heir of George Danson then living. These 
deeds show clearly he was the grandson of George Dan- 
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son. They are all in vol. pe 

Thomas Palmer, Esq., and Cornelius Waldo, merchant, 
both of Boston, Suffolk County, administrators of the 
will annexed of George Danson and creditors of the es- 
tute, for £324. lys. paia by Charles Crosthwayt of Sa- 
lem, Province of West Jersy, have released, quitclaimed 
to said Charles Crosthwayt all such right, title, in- 
terest...whatsoever which we had in ana to all the 
lands in Worcester, Middlesex County, and in all the 
lands in Sutton in County Suffolk, and to all other 
lands, tenements and hereditaments in New England which 
said George Danson dyed seized of. Dated 17 May 1723. 
Recorded Boston, Liber 3/:7/7; and recorded at Plymouth 
3 Feb. 1731. 

Charles Crosthwait of Pilesgrove precinct of ye 
county of Salem, Province of West New Jersey, Esq., 
made Mr. David Baldwin of Sudbury, Massacnusetts Bay, 
innkeeper, his lawful attorney to ask, demand, levy 
from all persons or any other of my lands in what man- 
ner...to me belonging as heir to my father Charles 
Crosthwayt or as heir to my grandfather George Danson. 
18 June 1728. Signed Charles Crosthwayt. Recorded 3 
Feb. 1731. 

David Baldwin of Sudbury, Middlesex County, innkeep- 
er, attorney to Charles Crosthwayt of Files Grove.... 
zrandson and only heir for Ceorge Danson formerly of 
Boston deceased, according to ye power and authority 
reposed in me....18 June 1728....sold to Elkanah Leon- 
ard of Middleboro one full share of purchase right of 
land which ye sd George Danson died seized of in his 
own demesn....-in Sixteen Shilling purchase in Middle- 
boro and which descended to ye sd Charles Crosthwayt 
his grandson and only heir now surviving which said 
purchase right contains ye 67th lot in the first allot- 
ment and ye 136th in ye 2nd allotment and ye 110 and 
118 in the 3rd and a full share in ye 46th; a share of 
cedar swamp and all rights in commonage to said pur- 
chase and also ye S6th lot in Assawamset Neck.....20 
July 1728. 

There may be other deeds in Middlesex and Worcester 
Counties, but no search there has been made. Since the 
grandsons George and Charles were given lands and also 
the reversion of the rest of the Danson property, it 
follows from the deeds that George died childless be- 
rore 1723. The deeds do not necessarily prove that 
the granddaughter Elizabeth had died without issue, 
since she was virtually disinherited by the will and 
had no reversionary interest. 
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THE PLERPOINTS OF HERTFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND 
AND ANN ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND 


By A. B, Stickney, Esq., of Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Researchers in Pierpoint genealogy in early Maryland 
have been confounded by the existence of more Pier- 
points, all apparently related, than can reasonably be 
accounted for in one family. It is evidently necessary 
to go back to England to determine the relationships. 
Henry Pierpoint came to Maryland in 1665, with a wife 
and five children. While English Parish Registers in 
general date from about 1540, there is usually a hiatus 
during the Civil War and Protectorate (1640-1660) so 
that it is improbable that his marriage and his chil- 
dren's baptisms will be found in one of them. However, 
when unusual given names occur in a family, they fre- 
quently recur through several generations. Thus if a 
Pierpoint family can be found in England in which sev- 
eral of the unusual names in the Maryland family occur, 
and if further this family disappears from the English 
records about 1665, and if still further the English 
evidence accounts reasonably for all of the Maryland 
family including those with common names, then we can 
say with Thoreau that "the circumstantial evidence is 
strong, as when you find a trout in the milk." Such 
evidence is presented herewith. 


In the "Early Settlers List" in the Land Office at 
Annapolis, liber 9, folio 34, is the following entry: 


Henry Pierpoint enters rights as followeth, Henry Pierpoint 
and Elizabeth his wife, and Amis his eldest son & Jabis Pier- 
point and Elizabeth & Hannah & Moses. 

Warrt. inde Granted for three hundred & fifty acres, bearing 
date the first of November 1665, ret. April 1666. 


Henry Pierpoint took up three pieces of land in Ann 
Arundel County based on this grant, as follows: 


1. "Pierpoint's Range," 150 acres in the woods about 2 
miles from the Severn River, in Middleneck Hundred, surveyed 
3 Nov. 1665, re-surveyed June 1673 and then found to be 
207 acres. 

2. "Pierpoint's Rocks," 80 acres on the north side of South 
River on the N.W. side of Broad Creek, in Middle Neck Hundred, 
surveyed 15 Dec. 1665. 

3. “Pierpoint's Branch," 40 acres on the Ridge near Brewers 
land that was, in South River Hundred, surveyed ); Feb. 1669. 


Henry Pierpoint became a Quaker, and appears in 
their records and also in the tax records, court rec- 
ords, and as a witness to various wills many times, the 
latest found being in 1691. Amos and Jabez first ap- 
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pear as adults when, on 8 Oct. 1679, they and their fa- 
ther were on a jury in a Chancery Court proceeding. 
Elizabeth married first, Thomas Simson, and her chil- 
dren were baptized at All Hallows. Thomas Simson was 
buried there 14 May 1709, and there she married, secom, 
Francis Day on 16 Nov. 1710. Hannah and Moses do not 
appear in any known record after their immigration. 

Amos Pierpoint's Will in Ann Arundel County, made 1 
June 1718 and proved 24 June 1718 [Will Book lu, p. 
680], left his entire estate to his brother[-in-law] 
Alexander Warfield, who had married Sarah Pierpoint, a 
daughter of Henry and Elizabeth born after their arriv- 
al in Maryland. Apparently Amos died without issue. 

Jabez Pierpoint's Will in Baltimore County, made 1 
Oct. 1720 and proved 24 Apr. 1721 [W.B. 16, p. 388) 
leaves "Pierpoint Range" to Henry, son of his brother 
Charles, and leaves bequests of £1 each to five sis- 
ters, viz., Sidney, Eliza Dea, Mary Davis, Sarah War- 
field, and Eliza. It may be inferred from the will that 
he died without issue. 

Elizabeth Day and Sarah Warfield have been mentioned 
above. Sidney was the wife of Jabez' brother Charles 
and the daughter of William and Sidney (Winn) Chew. 
Charles' Will in Ann Arundel County in 1748 [W.B. 25, 
p. 390) lists fourteen children and makes his wife Sid- 
ney executrix. Mary Davis was the wife of Thomas Davis, 
whose descendants lived at Greenwood, in Montgomery 
County, Md., into the present century. Eliza was the 
wife of Francis Pierpoint and the daughter of William 
Mitchell, whose Will Henry Pierpoint witnessed. They 
were married at All Hallows 2 Oct. 1701. Francis! Will 
in Ann Arundel County in 1746 [W.B. 24, p. 478] men- 
tions his wife Elizabeth, but no children, nor is there 
evidence of any. 

Thus it appears that Henry and Elizabeth Pierpoint, 
the immigrants, had five children born in England, 
Amos, Jabez, Elizabeth, Hannah and Moses, and four more 
born in Maryland, Charles, Francis, Mary and Sarah. 

The name was passed on only via Charles, a Quaker, in 
whose records he and his children appear frequently. 
Original letters from Charles and Francis are in Lon- 
don in Friends House. 

Other Pierpoint names appear in early Ann Arundel 
records. Ann received a bequest in John Summerland's 
Will in 1686, of which Henry was a witness. The widow 
Mary was buried at All Hallows 4 Jan. 1698/9. Mahita- 
bel, daughter of John Larkin (who was a neighbor of 
Henry Pierpoint) and widow of Otho Holland, became Mrs. 
John Parepoint, apparently in 1703, and John and Mahit- 
abel had a son Larkin Parepoint born 12 Feb. 1703/4 and 
baptized at All Hallows 26 Mar. 1704. Larkin married 
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twice and had several children, including Larkin Jr. 
who was baptized at St. Barnabas in Prince Georges 
County, Md., 24 Sept. 1/726, and died in Elbert County, 
Gae, in 1794; David who died in now Washinzton County, 
Md., in 1755; Jonathan who was baptized 3 Aug. 1732 at 
St. Barnabas; John, who went to what is now Monongalia 
County, W. Vase, in 1769 and died there in 1796, from 
whom stems a large family including the writer; and 
Francis, who married in Hampshire County, Va. (now W,. 
Va.) in 1/778, owned land there from 1781 to 1785, and 
obtained a land grant in Nelson County, Ky., in 1786. 
John of West Virginia named his oldest son Larkin in 
1779, and the name persisted in this family continuous- 
ly until 1929, when the last of that name died in Ore- 
gone What other children the first Larkin Pierpoint 
may have had is unknown. Larkin Pierpoint sold the 
land on which Greenwood stands to Thomas Davis in 1747, 
and is reputed to have built one wing of the present 
house. 

A search of the English records discloses a number 
of Pierpoint families in various parts of England in 
the 16th and 17th centuries. One of them incluaes the 
Maryland names. In Benington, Hertfordshire, one of 
the very early entries in the Parish Register is the 
marriage 29 July 1543 of George Perepoint and Margareta 
Cook. They had four children who grew up and married. 
Joana Perpoint m. at Benington 3 Oct. 1575 Richard Bar- 
ton, and MargaretaPerpointe m. at Benington 5 Oct. 1586 
Richard Field. Robert Perpoynte m. at Ardley (two 
miles north by east of Benington) 5 Oct. 1572 Jone Tho- 
rogood. He was a tailor at Watton-at-Stone, less than 
three miles south of Benington, where he d. 1 June 1619, 
Ould Mother Parpoynt dying there 4 Mar. 1624. His Will 
{Archd. Hunton, Hitchin Register] names wife Joanna and 
children Robert, Bartholomew, Richard and Elizabeth. 
The Watton Parish Register shows marriages of Robert 
and Bartholomew, the births of their children, and the 
remarriage of Bartholomew's widow. 

George's other son, Henryl, m. at Benington, 15 Jan. 
1572/3, Agnes Harvey, who outlived him. He d. 10 Mar. 
1623 at Benington, and his Will [Archd. Hunton, Hitchin 
Register] reads as follows: 

Henry Perpoynte. In the Name of God Amen. The 
Tenth daye of March and in the yeere of our Lord God 
1623 I Henry Perpointe of Bennington in the County of 
Hertford Taylor beinge of whole minde & in good and 
perfect remembrance laude & praise be unto Allmighty 
God make « ordaine this my present Testament concern- 
inge heerin my last Will in manner « forme following. 
that is to saye, ffirst I commend my soule unto All- 
mighty God my Maker &Redeemer, and my bodie to be bury- 
ed in the Churchyarde of Bennington in the County of 
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Hertford. ITEM I will that all such debts and duties 
as I owe of right or of conscience to anie person or 
psons be well and trulie consented and paid by myne Ex- 
ecutor hereinafter named, or else ordeyned for to be 
paid without anie delays or contradicion. ITEM my Will 
and intent is, that Agnes Perpoynte my wife should have 
all my free house or cottage which 1 now dwell in dur- 
inge her naturall life, And after her decease my Will 
and intent is that Amos Perpoynte my youngest sonne 
shall have the saide free house or cottage with all the 
premisses thereunto belonginge to him & his heires for- 
ever lawfullie begotten of his bodie But if it shall 
happen that my sonne Amos doeth dye without anie heires 
of his bodie lawfullie begotten, That then my Will and 
intent is that my sonne Robert Perpoynte shall have it 
to him & his heires forever. ITEM I doe give unto my 
sonne Robert Tenn Shillinges to be paide him within one 
yeare after my decease & Agnes my wife. ITEM my Will & 
intent is that my sonne Roberts fower children, that is 
to say, John Moyses Anne & Elizabeth shall have Tenn 
Shillinges apeece to be paid them by my sonne Amos at 
the age of eighteene yeares each of them, and if it 
shall happen that anie of them doe fortune to dye be- 
fore that it be due to be paide, That then my Will is, 
that they which shall then livinge of them shall have 
each others parte. ITEM I doe give unto my sonne Moy- 
ses Tenn Shillinges to be paide him within twoe yeares 
after my decease « Agnes my wife by my sonne Amos. ITEM 
my Will & intent is that my daughter Cathred shalbe 
paide the Sum of fforty Shillinges within three yeares 
after the decease of me & my wife, but if it shall hap- 
pen that my daughter Cathred doeth dye without anie 
heire of her bodie lawfully begotten before that this 
be due to be paide, That then my Will is, that my sonne 
Amos shall have it. ITEM I doe give unto Henry Fer- 
poynte the sonne of my sonne Richard Perpoynte the Sum 
of Twentye Shillinges to be paide unto him by my sonne 
Amos at the age of eighteen yeares. But if it doeth 
happen that Henry Perpoynte doeth dye before the time 
that this is due to be paide, That then it shall re- 
turne to my sonne Amos. All the rest of my Goodes Un- 
bequeathed I doe give unto my sonne Amos, whom I doe 
ordaine and make my full & whole Executor of this my 
last Will & Testament. IN WLTI'NES whereof I the saide 
Henry Perpoynte have sett my hand & seale the daye « 
yeere first above written. The marke of Henry Per- 
poynte. Sealed & delivered in the presence of Jo. Bur- 
napp, John Westwood, John Bedell. Probated at Baldock 
5S May 1623. Amos Perpoynte Executor. Inventory 4é- 
13s-0d. 

Henry's youngest son, Amos, m. 10 Oct. 1627, at Ben- 
ington, Ellena Kirfy, and their son Henry© was bapt. 
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there 27 May 1629. Amos d. 20 Mar. 1638, and Ellena 
m. second, 30 Nov. 1638, at Benington, Johannes Oakman. 
Amos' Will [Archd. Hunton, Hitchin Register] reads as 
follows: 

In the name of God Amen. The first day of March 
1637 I, Amos Perepointe of Bennington in the County of 
Hertford Taylor being sick in body but well in minde 
God be praised, do make & ordaine this my last will & 
Testament in manner & forme following. First I commend 
my Soule into the handes of Almighty God the Creator 
thereof upon whose gracious mercies alone in « through 
the merits of Jesus Christ my only Saviour I assuredly 
hope for Salvation. And my body to be buried in the 
churchyard of Bennington. , Item I give to Ellen my lov- 
ing wife in Consideration‘tof her willingness to sell 
her house at Gettings Greene to pay my Debts my free- 
house and Cottage I now dwell in lying in Bennington 
with all thereto belonging during the terme of her nat- 
ural life. And after the expiration thereof my will & 
intent is that my sonne Henry Perepointe shall have it 
& enjoy it to him & his Heyres forever. Item I give to 
my Loving Brother Moses Perepointe of Hitchin my best 
Coate desyring him to accept of soe small a Guift and 
to putt too his helping hand in my sonnes Education and 
bringing into the world. All the rest of my worldly 
Goods & Chattels I give & bequeath to Ellen my wife to 
be at her dispose whom I make sole executrix of this my 
last will & Testament. In wittnes whereof I have here- 
unto sett my hand & seale ye daie & yeare above written. 

In the presence of us 

Nathanail Dod The marke of 

John Kent Amos Q Perepointe 
Witness that these words viz (in Consideration of her 
willingnes to sell her house at Gettings Greene to pay 
my debts) were interlined before the sealing hereof. 

Wittnes 

Nathan: Dod 
John Kent 


Henry“, who was 36 at the time of the Maryland immi- 
gration, was as certainly as circumstantial evidence 
can make him, the_immigrant. The families of the other 
children of Henry~ account nicely for the rest of the 
Pierpoints in Maryland, as follows. 

Moses lived at Hitchin, eight miles west-northwest 
of Benington, where he m. first, 12 June 1608, Agnes 
Duncombe, who d. 9 Apr. 1643; he m. second, 21 June 
1643, Anne Goldsmith, daughter of Samuel Goldsmith, 
brewer, at Hitchin. Moses and Anne had Ann, bapt. 25 
June LOL Martha, bapt. 18 June 1646; and Moses, bapt. 
2 Dec. 1648; all at Hitchin and all spelled Pparpointe 
or Pparepoyntt (the initial P has often been transcrib- 
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ed S) in the Parish Register. An Ann Speirpoint m. 15 
Oct. 1668 at Hitchin, George Butterfield. ‘This could 
be either the widow or daughter of Moses, the other 
might well be the Ann of John Summerland's Will in Ma- 
ryland, whither she followed her husband's nephew or 
her first_cousin. 

Robert! was a victualler at Braughing, 5 3/4 miles 
east by south of Benington. He m. at Braughing, 8 Oct. 
1609, Ann Brooke. On 2 Apr. 1627 he was licensed to 
keep a common ale-house in his dwelling—no unlawful 
games or evil rule. This license was renewed several 
times, the 18 Apr. 1631 renewal reading common tippling 
house. Robert apparently died before 12 July 1641, 
when a petition of the townfolk asked that five of the 
existing ale-houses be closed down to keep from impov- 
erishing the village, that of Ann Pearepoynte, widow, 
being one of the three to remain. Ann Parpoynt was 
buried at Braughing in 1666. Robert and Ann had five 
children: John, bapt. 5 July 1610; Moses, bapt. 30 Aug. 
1612; Ann, bapt. 20 Feb. 1619, m. 24 Feb. 1654 Thomas 
Clarke; Elizabeth, bapt. 20 Oct. 1622; and Robert@, 
bapt. 21 Jan. 1625/6, all at Braughing. John had Wil- 
liam, bapt. 8 Jan. 1648/9, Robert2%, bapt. 16 Sept. 
1651, and Susan, bapt. 3 Apr. 1654, all at Braughing. 
Robert© was a cordwainer [shoemakerj and m. at Braugh- 
ing, 3 June 1655, Mary Thurgood. Their children were 
Robert3>, bapt. 6 Feb. 1655/6, Thomas, bapt. 18 Aug. 
1658, John, bapt. 8 May 1661, and Moses, bapt. 29 May 
1664, all at Braughing. The London Bakers Company 
Court Minute Book for 3 Mar. 1678 shows "Moses Peir- 
point, son of Robert of Brofin in the County of Hert- 
ford, Cordwainer, bound to Allen Lewis to serve hence 7 
years." Mary, widow of Robert© who was the first cous- 
in of the immigrant Henry, was probably the widow Mary 
who was buried at All Hallows, Maryland, 4 Jan. 1698/9, 
and mother of the John who married Mahitabel Larkin, 
widow of Otho Holland, in Maryland in 1703 and sired 
the writer's ancestor Larkin Pierpoint. WMahitabel was 
born about 1667 in Maryland, and her oldest Holland 
child was 18 at the time of her second marriage. 

Henry+'s son Richard m. 15 Sept. 1609, at Benington, 
Catherine Coo (the Cathred of Henry's will) and had 
Henry’, bapt. 1 Oct. 1610 at Hitchin. Richard d. 10 
Oct. 1612 at Hitchin, and Catherine m. second, 18 July 
1619, at_Hitchin, William Waringe. No further record 
of Henry3 has been found, unless he is the Henry Per- 
poynt, aged 22, who was one of the 84 passengers on the 
Plaine Joan which sailed from London Virginia-bound, 15 
May 1635, of whom no subsequent record has been found. 

The above evidence, although circumstantial, indi- 
cates clearly the origin of the Maryland Pierpoints and 
their relationships to each other. 
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THE JOSIAH ADKINS FAMILY OF CONNECTICUT 


Ry Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A., F.A.S.G. 


Josiah Adkins, an early but not original settler in 
Hartford, Conn., married first, a nameless sister of 
Edward Andrews of Hartford. 

This Edward Andrews was mentioned by Winthrop |The 
American Genealogist, 9:55] in 1658 as about 30 years 
old, hence was born about 1628. By 21 Nov. 1655 he had 
acquired four parcels of land, all on the east side of 
the "Great River" in what is now East Hartford, and 
later acquired further land there (Conn. Hist. Society 
Collections, ly:4/7l-2]. His will, signed 23 July 16/73, 
after providing for his wife and children (unnamed), 
gave "to my Brother Josiah Adkins Tenn acres of the 
land I bought of Wm. Howlton the North side of it, whim 
shall be to his children which were the children of my 
Sister" (Manwaring's Digest, 1:173]. 

The reason for limiting the passing of the land to 
the children of Josiah Adkins by his Andrews wife was 
doubtless because Adkins was on the point of marrying 
again and might have other children not related to Ed- 
ward Andrews. Josiah Adkins did in fact move to Mid- 
dletown, Conn., and marry there a second time, a little 
over two months after Andrews made his will. He mar- 
ried, 8 Oct. 1673, Elizabeth Wetmore, by whom he had 
seven children, all recorded in Middletown. He died 
there 12 Sept. 1690. 

The inventory of his estate lists the names ana azes 
of the legatees, but these were only the seven children 
by his second marriage, then aged 3 to 16. However, 
his will, made 1 Sept. 1690, proved 5 Mar. 1690/1, gave 
property to his wife Elizabeth, his four sons, Solomon, 
Josiah, Benjamin and Ephraim, and his three daughters, 
Sarah, Abigail and Elizabeth; but then he adds, "] give 
to my other 3 Children, to whom I have formerly given 
according to my ability, that is, to ‘thomas, Samuel « 
Elizabeth Gilman, 10 Shillings apeice" [Manwaring's 
Digest, 1:393-4]. These were obviously the older chil- 
dren, sons and daughter of his Andrews wife; and since 
she was sister of a man born about 1623, her birth may 
be placed about 1630. Of these children, the births 
of Thomas and Elizabeth (Gilman) have to be placed as 
early as 1650-2, since the eldest child of each was 
born 1672. ‘These dates all fit together well, and as a 
corollary we must conclude that Josiah was around 45 
when he married the second time and around 60 when his 
youngest child was born. 

Elizabeth Wetmore was daughter of Thomas and Sarah 
(Hall) Wetmore of Middletown, and was born about 1649; 
she was called aged 32 in the inventory of her father's 
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estate taken 7 Jan. 1681/2, and on 6 Mar. 1699/1700, as 
Elizabeth Adkins, she signed an agreement of heirs re- 

lating to the estate of her brother Benjamin "Whetmore" 
libid., 1:382-4]. 

Elizabeth died later in the same year, the inventory 
of her estate being taken 5 Nov. 1700; all her seven 
children, with their ages, are listed [ibid., 2:4-5]. 

Children of Josiah Adkins and Andrews: 


i. Thomas® , b. probably by 1650; d. 23 Oct. 169). 
ii. Elizabeth, b. say 1652; m.a Gilman, doubtless Richard 
Gilman of East Hartford, who d. 28 Sept. 1697, and 
whose first child was born 1672. 
iii. Samuel, b. say 1655-60; probably d. 1697. 


Children of Josiah Adkins and Elizabeth Wetmore: 


iv. Sarah, b. 16 July 1674; da. 25 Feb. 1718/19. 
v. Abigail, b. 11 Sept. 1676. 
vi. Solomon, b. 25 July 1678; d. in 1748. 
Josiah, b. 9 Mar. 1679/80; d. 1 Nov. 172k. 
Benjamin, b. 19 Nov. 1682; d. in 1756. 
Ephraim, b. 9 Mar. 1685; d. 26 Dec. 1760. 
Elizabeth, b. 11 Aug. 1687; m. at Middletown, 10 Aug. 
1710, Samuel Ward of Haddam. 


Before continuing the genealogy, it should be ob- 
served that Mary (Platt), widow of Luke Atkinson of New 
Haven, married second, at Middletown, 3 Jan. 1666/7, 


Thomas Wetmore, and thus became stepmother of the Eliz- 
abeth Wetmore who married Josiah Adkins. The forms 
Adkins, Atkins and Atkinson were used at that period 
‘without much discrimination, and this connection sug- 
gests that Luke and Josiah, who would roughly be of the 
same generation, may have been brothers or otherwise 
related. In Mr. Coddington's fine article on the Platt 
family (supra, 31:163-4) it was suggested (on the basis 
Il believe of information I supplied) that Samuel Adkins 
of Milford was a son of Luke. Since Josiah did have a 
son Samuel, who is lacking a history, and since it is 
not known that Luke had a son Samuel, it now seems more 
likely to me that Samuel of Milford was the son of Jo- 
siah. This will be discussed later. 


Thomas¢ Adkins was probably born as early as 1650. 
He married first, [?Jane] Williams, who died probably 
about 1690, daughter of William Williams. She was liv- 
ing early in 1688 when her father made his will, and as 
the youngest child Benoni was born about 1690, the 
mother very likely died at his birth. Following bibli- 
cal precedent, a son whose mother died at his birth was 
often named Benoni. Thomas married second, Mary ( ) 
Hills, widow of John@ Hills who was buried 5 Apr. 1692 
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at East Hartford (cf. Jacobus and Waterman, Hale, House 
and Related Families, 1952, p. 581, and note k, p.582]. 

Thomas had a deed of confirmation 7 May 1688 con- 
firming his purchase from John Crow of 120 acres on the 
east side of the Great River, which mentions among the 
bounds lands belonging to William Williams and Richard 
Gilman [Conn. Hist. Society Collections, 14:434]. 

The will of Thomas Adkins was made 23 Oct. 1694, the 
day of his death (Manwaring's Digest, 1:394]. ‘he in- 
ventory taken 13 Dec. 1694 names the children as Mary, 
aged 22; Thomas, 21; William, 19; Jane, 16; Josiah, 9; 
Sarah, 12; and Benoni, 4. The will does not mention 
the wife's name, but says of her: "my wife shall live 
in my house as long as she is a widow if she please, &« 
improve my Estate, with my son Thomas, for the Good of 
the Family. Also my Will is that what Estate my wife 
brought with her shall return to her again." This 
makes it clear that she was a second wife and not the 
mother of the children. This is also indicated by his 
giving his little boy Benoni [then only 4j to "my broth- 
er Gabriel" [i.e., Gabriel Williams] to bring up, in- 
stead of leaving him with his wife. He named each of 
the children in the will, and made his wife and son 
Thomas Executors. Dower was set to the widow, and then 
she was released and Thomas Adkin was appointed Admin- 
istrator. 

Erroneous conclusions might be reached because under 
the will Manwaring printed an item about Mrs. Elizabeth 
Adkins; but this item really belongs with the Estate of 
Elizabeth, second wife and widow of Josiahl Adkins, who 
died in 1700 [supra]. Correction of this error was 
made by Manwaring at pe. x of vol. 3. 

The will of William Williams of Hartford, made 4 
Feb. 1687 [1687/8], named his children William, John, 
Jonas, Samuel, Gabriel, and Thomas Adkins; wife Jane; 
to "my four daughters, Elizabeth, Jane, Ruth & Mary, 
£10 apeice. My Will is that if William Adkins, with 
his parents' Consent, remain in our family until he 
come to the age of 21 years, then I give to him £10." 
[Manwaring's Digest, 1:521.] 

Note that John and Gabriel Williams were witnesses 
to the will of Thomas Adkins in 1694 and that Thomas 
mentioned "my brother Gabriel." ‘the statement in the 
Williams will about the grandson William Adkins and his 
parents! consent assures us that the Williams girl who 
married Adkins was then still living; consequently, she 
should be identified as one of the four daughters named. 
Husbands of the daughters Mary and Ruth seem to be in- 
dicated; the wife of Thomas Adkins was probably Eliza- 
beth or Jane, and since he named a daughter Jane, but 
not Elizabeth, we are inclined to guess that his wife 
was Jane Williams. 
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fhe name of the second wife of Thomas Adkins is not 
mentioned in his probate, but on 19 Jan. 1698/9 "Mary 
Adkins Widdow" relinquished all right in land which 
Thomas Kilbourn had purchased 1 Nov. 1698 from William 
Buckland and Elizabeth his wife (Conn. Hist. Society 
Collections, 14:248-9]. Kilbourn's wife was a sister 
of John Hills, and he had already added to his holdings 
land which had belonged to John Hills. Since Hills had 
died in 1692 leaving a widow and two daughters, it ap- 
pears likely that the sale was made by his daughter and 
her husband, and that the widow Mary Adkins who relin- 
quished her right in the land was the widow cf John 
Hills. We do not know of any Adkins widow in —o 
except the widow of Thomas Adkins who had died in 16094. 

Children of Thomas Adkins and [?Jane] Williams, born 
at East Hartford: 


Mary’, b. ca. 1672; m. John Elmer of Windsor, b. ca. 
1670, d. 12 May 1722; had issue. 

Thomas, b. ca. 1673; d. in 1709. See below. 

William, b. ca. 1675; in 1720 was dead without issue, 
proved by deed, see below. 

Jane, b. ca. 1676; d. 8 Dec. 1766; m. h Apr. 1700, 
a Elmer of Windsor, b. ca. 1678, d. 2h July 
1758. 

Sarah, b. ca. 1682; living 175; m. 2 July 1717, Rob- 
ert Reeve of Hartford, b. Apr. 1675, d. (before 5 
Nov.) 1745 (probate). 

Josiah, b. ca. 1685; d. at Hartford in 1713; was called 
of Simsbury in 1709 and m. there, 3 Jan. 1710/11, 
Joanna Barber; they had an only daughter, who d. aged 
8. Joanna m. (2) by 1720, as his second wife, Ben- 
jamin Colt of Windsor and Hartford. See below. 

Benoni, b. ca. 1690; d. at Southington, Conn., 28 Apr. 
1756; ™. at Wallingford, Conn., 20 July 1715, Esther 
Hall, b. there 30 Aug. 1693, dau. of John and Mary 
(Parker) Hall. They had eight children b. at Wall- 
ingford; moved to Southington about 17/33 and had a 
ninth child b. there. 


Thomas? Adkins, born about 1673, died before 28 Oct. 
1709 when the inventory of his estate was taken; it in- 
cluded land, also "Credit due to him by ye Country, £8- 
12-06," which implies that he died in service during 
queen Anne's War. Administration on his estate was 
granted, 7 Nov. 1709, to his brother, Josiah Adkins of 
Simsbury. [Manwaring's Digest, 2:5]. It may be infer- 
red that if Thomas was married, his wife did not sur- 
vive him. Whether he left issue, is not positively de- 
termined. It will be noted below that when an acquit- 
tance was given by the three sisters and their husbands 
and by an attorney for the brother Benoni, this covered 
their interest in the estates of their brothers Josiah 
and William, but does not mention the estate of their 
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brother Thomas. From this it might be supposed that 
Thomas had left issue. On the other hand, if he left 
issue, such issue should have participated in the ac- 
quittance, either personally or by a guardian. Records 
later to be set forth indicate that Thomas3 may have 
left a young child, Thomas+ Adkins (ca.1700-1783) of 
Guilford, Conn. 


Josiah? Adkins died 25 June 1713, and his estate was 
inventoried at £108-01-06 by Timothy Cowles and William 
Williams. Administration was granted, 3 Aug. 1713, to 
the widow, Joanna Adkins. On 2 Feb. 1719/20, Joanna 
Colt, late widow of and Administratrix on the estate of 
Josiah Adkins, late of Hartford, decd., exhibited an 
account of debts amounting to £6), -0,-07, which was al- 
lowed. It being represented to the Court that the mov- 
able estate was consumed by fire and very little left 
to pay debts, Joanna Colt was ordered to sell all the 
lands of the sd. Josiah Adkins for the payment of the 
aforesaid sum. This was appealed by John Elmor, Joseph 
Elmor, Robert Keeve and Jonas Williams. [Manwaring's 
Digest, 2:147.] 

Hartford Land Records, vol. 3, pe 340. 22 March 
1719/20. John Elmer and Mary his wife, of Windsor, and 
Joseph Elmer and Jane his wife, of Windsor, and Robert 
Reves and Sarah his wife of Hartford, and Jonah Willi- 
ams attorney for Benony Adkins of Wallingford, in con- 
sideration that Joanah Colt, the wife of Benjamin Colt 
of Windsor, as she was the late wife of Josias Adkins 
and administratrix on his estate, and did pay sundry 
debts due from sd estate and was at considerable charge 
to bring up the only child of sd Josias Adkins until 
she came to be about 8 years old before she died, and 
as sd Benjamin and Joanah Colt have given us two pieces 
of land belonzins to sd Josias for a full settlement, 
we do give up all estate, right, title and claim that 
we may have in two pieces of land, etc., and acquit 
them of all obligations in regard to the estate of Jo- 
Siah and William Adkins dec'd. There are also deeds 
recorded from the Colts to the other parties. 


We come now to the problem of Thomas+ Adkins (ca. 
1700-1783) of Guilford, Conn. Hartford Deeds [5:698] 
contain a distribution made 5 July 1731 by the "Commit- 
tee of the Proprieto®® of the Undivided five Miles of 
Land Lying on the East sid the Great River...to Bolton 
bounds...to be divided to the Originall ProprietoTS or 
their heirs..." Among t.iose sharing in the distribu- 
tion we find: "No. 28 lo Thomas Adkins bounded South 
upon Serjt John Shepard and North upon Robert Shirley 
2 chains 19 links." 

For fifty years we hear nothing of this land. Then 
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we find two deeds given in March 1783 by Thomas Adkins 
of Guilford, who was then 83 or 84 years old and who 
died less than two months later. 

[16:31] 17 Mar. 1783. Thomas Atkins of Guilford, 
Conn., for £8, conveys to Timothy Cheeney of Hartford, 
land on East side the Great River in the five Mile 
Lotts in the first Division, bounded south on John Shep 
ard, north on Robert Shirley, east on Bolton Town Line, 
west on highway; 3/4 mile in length and 2 chains 19 
links in width, containing about 13 acres. 

{16:110] 7 Mar. 1783. Thomas Adkins of Guilford, 
for 31 shillings, conveys to Josiah Olcott of Hartford, 
1/2 of a piece on the East side the great River in the 
five Mile Lotts, the whole containing 4 3/4 acres, 
bounded east and west on highways, north on Heirs of 
John Keeny, south on Heirs of John Dix, according to 
the original Laying out of said Lott NO 148. 

The first of these deeds corresponds exactly in des- 
cription and width with the grant made in 1731, and the 
second deed also pertains to land in East Hartford in 
the Five Mile Lots. Thomas Adkins (or Atkins) of Guil- 
ford put on record no purchase of land in Hartford. It 
is quite clear that he was selling as an heir of the 
early proprietor, Thomas Adkins, to whom the grant had 
been made in 1731. This grant was made to "original 
proprietors or their heirs," hence the Thomas named in 
the grant need not have been living in 1731. What 
Thomas was meant in the grant? If Thomas< (ca. 1650- 
1694), he had a son Benoni and two daughters living in 
1731, and surely the daughter then still living in 
Hartford should have known of this distribution even if 
the others failed to hear of it. All these heirs or 
their children should have had an interest in the even- 
tual sale. it is possible that the grant was to Thomas 
(ca.1673-1709) as eldest son and representative of an 
early proprietor, and it would then belong to the heirs 
of this Thomas?’. 

Thomas+* of Guilford could have had no claim unless 
he was son of Thomas’, and in fact it is impossible to 
place him elsewhere in the Hartford family. William 
and Josiah} are proved to have left no surviving issue. 
Benoni’ named his eldest son Thomas, but he was born 
in Wallingford 22 Apr. 1716, died in Southineton in 
1790, and married at Southington 8 Feb. 1738/9 Mary As- 
pinwall. In short, he was a younger man than Thomas of 
Guilford and has a known history. Of the four sons of 
Josiaht by his second wife, only Ephraim named a son 
Thomas, and he was born in Middletown 5 Apr. 1710 and 
died there in 1793, having married 6 Aug. 1735 Martha 
Miller. Furthermore, the Middletown branch would hard- 
ly. have been concerned with Hartford land, since Josi- 
ah! was not a Hartford proprietor. 
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In the following brief account of the Guilford Ad- 
kins family, the following reference symbols will be 


Guilford Vital Records 

North Guilford Church Records 

North Madison ("North Bristol") Church Records 
Guilford Land Records 

Guilford Probate Records 

Wallingford Vital Records 


Thomas Adkins, born around 1700, perhaps son of the 
Thomas+ Adkins discussed above, first appeared in Guil- 
ford, Conn., 7 Jan. 1743/4, when he purchased land [GLR 
7:10]. But he may have lived there earlier, for the 
birth of his son Nathaniel was recorded there in 1739. 
He lived in the north parish and we should have more 
records of his family if the earlier records of the 
North Guilford Church were available. He died 4 May 
1783 aged 84 [NoGc]; the age has also been read 88. It 
has not been ascertained where he was born, where he 
married, or where his older children were born. 

In 1783, not long before his death, he sold land in 
Hartford, as narrated above, indicating that he under- 
stood Hartford to be the earlier home of his family and 
that the land was his by inheritance. 

Thomas Adkins was twice married. A Susanna Adkins 
"of Guilford" who married in 1748 was doubtless his 
daughter; and when the death of Daniel Adkins was en- 
tered in the North Guilford Church records in 1755, he 
was described as son of Thomas and Susanna. We thus 
have record evidence for a first wife Susanna, for whom 
of course the daughter Susanna could be named. Jemima 
wife of Thomas Adkins was baptized 12 Aug. 1774 [NoGc] 
and died 16 Aug. 1774 [NoGC]. His son Thomas, Jr., 
named a daughter Jemima, doubtless after his mother; 
and probably Jemima (Adkins)(Smith) Holcomb was a daugh- 
ter and named for her mother. That explains the set- 
tlement of this Holcomb family in Guilford, which is 
otherwise hard to account for. 

The only proved children of Thomas were Daniel, 
Thomas Jr., and Nathaniel, but there are good reasons 
for placing others as unrecorded children. By his 
first wife Susanna, Thomas probably had: 


1. Susanna, b. [say 1728]; called "of Guilford" m. 
8 Feb. 1747/8 Daniel Darwin, Jr. [GV]. They settled in 
Branford, Conn., where they had eight children record- 
ed. In 1754 Daniel Darwin with his father and mother 
sold land in Guilford, and Thomas Adkins was a witness 
to the deed [GLR 7:340]. 


used: 
GV 
NoGC 
NoMC 
GLR 
GPR | 
WV 
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2. Joseph, lived in Wallingford, Conn., which is 
quite close to North Guilford. Much research by a des- 
cendant of Joseph (whom the compiler met some years 
ago) failed to place him in other Adkins families. He 
named his eldest son Daniel, which could be for his 
brother Daniel who had just died. Joseph, born around 
1726-30, we would suppose, m. 31 Oct. 1752 [wv] Tabitha 
Sexton, b. at Enfield, Conn., 9 Apr. 1729, d. at Plym- 
outh, Conn., 30 Mar. 1809 aged 82 [sic]. She had m. 
(2) 18 Feb. 1778 [WV] Amasa Merriman. Children: 


Rhoda, b. 16 Feb. 175i (WV); m. 21 Jan. 1776 (WV) John 
Osborn. 

Daniel, b. 2 Dec. 1755 (WV); d. 12 Apr. 1798 ae. 3 
(Plymouth Church). 

Sarah, b. 5 Aug. 1757 (WV). 

David, b. 21 Nov. 1759 (WV); m. 12 Feb. 1784 (Plymouth 
V.R.) Cornelia Cleavor. 

Phebe, b. Dec. 1761 (W.V.). 

Eber, b. 10 Aug. 1764 (W.V.); listed at Cheshire, Conn, 
in the 1790 Census. 

vii. Jonathan, b. 22 July 1766 (W.V.). 


3. Daniel, b. [say 1732-1735]; called son of Thomas 
and Susanna, he died at Fort Edward, a soldier, in 1755 
[NoGC]. French and Indian War Rolls [Conn. Hist. Soci- 
sid Collections, 9:50] show that he enlisted ina Guil- 


ord company 5 Sept. 1755, and he is listed as "dead or 
captivated" 28 Nov. 1755. 


By his second wife Jemima, Thomas probably had chil- 
dren (Thomas and Nathaniel are proved): 


4. Thomas, b. [say 1737]; me. 23 Mar. 1758 [GV] Mer- 
cy Cook. He had a deed of land from his father Thomas, 
calling him son, 10 Sept. 1760 [GLR 8:164]). He bought 
land in the North Madison section of Guilford and join- 
ed the North Madison church, but later had a child bap- 
tized at North Guilford. In the 1790 Census he was 
listed at Cambridge, Washington Co., N.Y., and was 
called of that place intwo deeds at Guilford, in 1791 
and 1793 [GLR 14:250, 251]. The Bible record of one of 
his sons was printed by the Connecticut Chapter, Daugh- 
ters of Founders and Patriots, in Connecticut Family 
Records (1935), p. 8. ‘hese give the death of Mercy 
Adkins as June 1828. Known children were: 


i. John, b. k Jan, 1759 (GV); bapt. h Feb. 1759 (NoMC); d. 
near Watertown, Jefferson Co., N.Y., Aug. 1828; m. 1 
Var. 1780 (NoGC) Marcia Griffin, who d. 18 Dec. 1837; 
for further data see op. cit., pp. 8-9. 

ii. Isaiah, b. Jan. 1761 (GV); Bapt. 11 Jan. 1761 (NoMC); 
d. at Windham, Pa., 1 May 182 (op. cit., p. 9); 
m. (1) 2 May 1785 (NoGC) Rhoda Collins; m. (2) Han- 
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Samuel , bapt. 12 Apr. 1767 (NoMC); m. 2/7 Jan. 1790 
(NoGC) Mercy Towner. 

Ruth, bapt. 8 Apr. 1770 (NoMC). 

Jemima, bapt. 28 Aug. 177 (NoMC). 

= bapt. 1 Sept. 1776 (NoGC); d. 6 Mar. 1777 (No 
GC). 

Possibly the Mercy who, called of Guilford, m. 18 Feb. 
1795 (NoGC) Ebenezer Fowler. However, Thomas Adkins 
had moved to New York State before this and his 
brother Nathaniel was dead; Fowler was born 17l)7 and 
a widower; so if Samuel Adkins above had died early, 
it would be more likely that this Mercy was his wid- 
ow. 


S. Nathaniel Adkins, b. 7 Oct. 1739 (GV]; d. 6 Mar. 
1777 ae. upward of 40 years [NoGC]; m. Lydia ———. 
Known children: 


i. Ira, b. by 1766; in 1780 chose "his uncle" Thomas Ad- 
kins for guardian (GPR 13:171). 
ii. Asahel, b. by 1769; in 1783 chose Thomas Adkins for 
guardian (GPR 13:321). 
iii. Child of Nathaniel and Lydia d. 1 Sept. 1769 (NoGC). 


6. Martha Adkins, called "of Guilford," m. 19 Apr. 
1767 [NoGC] Charles Wing, a transient. 


7- Jemima Adkins, b. [say 1743-5]; d. 5 Oct. 1816; 
me (1) ————— Smith; m. (2) about 1780, as his second 
wife, Nathaniel Holcomb of Granville, Mass., b. at 
Simsbury, Conn., 10 Nov. 1740, d. at North Guilford, 
Conn., 9 Sept. 1812; m. (3) 11 Aug. 1815, as his third 
wife, Dr. Jared Foote of Branford, Conn., b. 17 July 
1735, d. 11 Oct. 1820, See Abram W. Foote, Foote Fam- 
ily (1907), p. 68; Dr. Alvan Talcott, Ms. Guilford Fam- 
ilies, under Holcomb; Mrs. Lewin D. McPherson, The Hol- 
combes (1947), p.- 102. Children by first husband, if 
any, not known. Children by second husband (Holcomb): 


i. Medad, b. at Granville, Mass., 27 July 1781; d. at 
North Guilford, Conn., 1h Oct. 1854; m. five tires 
and had seventeen children and a multitude of des- 
cendants. See the Holcomb references above for 
further data. 

ii. Jemima, b. (say 1783); m. Walter Stevens. 


Samuel Adkins, son of Josiahl, was probably the 
Milford man of this name whose inventory was taken 6 
Nov. 1697. He married in 1693 Esther (Welch) Fenn, 
baptized 7 Aug. 1664, died 1715, widow of Joseph Fenn. 
Their two children, Mary ee ca. 1093: m. 12 Apr. 1716 


William Gould) and Samuel (b. ca. 95) both removed to 
New Milford, proved by Sock sales in Milford. 
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Heralds and Heraldry in the Middle Ages. An inquiry 
into the Growth of the Armorial Function of Heralds. 
By Anthony Richard Wagner, Richmond Herald. Second 
Edition. Oxford University Press, 1956. Cloth, 176 
plus ix p. Indexed. Price: $4.80. 

The main subject of this book is the development of 
the early functions of heralds, who were official pro- 
claimers, announcers or ambassadorial messengers, into 
their present armorial function; for the College of 
Arms is a distinctly British institution and the same 
development did not occur on the Continent. The sub- 
ject .is treated in a most scholarly way. The average 
genealogical reader will find much of interest and will 
gain in understanding of the "Visitations" which are so 
often used as an aid in establishing lines of descent. 
Many documents relating to the subject are cited in 
part or in whole, such as the commission given by King 
Henry VIII in 1530, which however was not the beginning 
of the system of making Visitations. 

One important point brought out is that heraldry was 
of social importance in the Tudor period, since the 
heralds could recognize—we might almost say create— 
nobility or gentility by the grant of arms. 

Since knowledge of mediaeval French and Latin is not 
widespread, one could wish that numerous quotations 
might have been translated, as better understanding of 
them would aid in following the author's argument. 

The reader can pick up many odds and ends of infor- 
mation useful in genealosical studies. For example, 
the instructions issued for one of the Visitations in- 
dicates clearly what the title of "Esquire" meant in 
1681. It was then limited to: the heir male of the 
younger son of a Nobleman; the heir male of a Knight; 
or those who by official position were entitled to it, 
such as High Sheriffs of Counties and Justices of the 
Peace. 


The Estates of the Higher Nobility in Fourteenth- 
Century England. By G. A. Holmes. Cambridze Univer- 
sity Press, 1957. Cloth, 180 plus xiv p. Indexed. 
Price: $4.00. 

This is an excellent account of the social struc- 
ture of England so far as the magnates ana their es- 
tates are concerned, during the period of English his- 
tory treated. Its chief value is on the economic side, 
and the reader can learn among other things of the ef- 
fect of the Black Death in 1349 and of the Peasants! 
Revolt in 1381. Dr. Holmes makes no pretense of add- 
ing anything new on the genealogical side, but he does 
discuss the holdings of some of the great families of 
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the century, how they were built up and how they were 
lost or split up, and genealogical tables are presented 
for clarity. 

Americans interested in the period can learn much 
from the book about marriage agreements, dower rights, 
inheritance, entailment and kindred subjects which will 
add greatly to their understanding of the conditions 
then prevailing in the higher classes of English soci- 
ety. 

For the most part the book is clearly written and 
easy to read, but the reviewer was puzzled by the state- 
ment that certain families, "which had grown great by 
aggression, recovered many of their properties after 
nemesis had overtaken their original hubris," but after 
consulting a dictionary for the last word, concluded it 
must mean "after vengeance had overtaxen their original 
insolence." 

Also puzzling, although expressed in English, is the 
last line on page 39, to the effect that "in the same 
reign [that of Richard II] the royal houses of York and 
Somerset were founded." Since there was never a royal 
house of Somerset, the reference seems to be to the 
ducal houses of York and Somerset, both branches of the 
royal family, though the first John Beaufort was not 
created Earl of SomerSet until three years before the 
death of Richard II, and the family hardly came to the 
fore until after his brother's accession to the throne 
as Henry IV. 


The Annals of West Coker. By the late Sir Matthew 
Nathan. Cambridge University Press, 1957. Cloth, 570 
Plus xxiv p. Indexed. Price: $11.00. 

This is the posthumous work of a gentleman whose 
busy and useful life embraced many fields of endeavor. 
He bought the Manor House at West Coker in 1907 and, 
after becoming interested in archaeological and histor- 
ical matters, he began collecting materials for a his- 
tory of this Somerset parish. His literary executors 
have carried out the project in a manner which would 
have pleased its author and this handsome and adequate 
volume is the result. 

Through much of its history, the manor was possessed 
by the Mandevilles, the Courtenays Earls of Devon, the 
Portmans, and a branch of the Berkeleys who following 
an intermarriage took the name of Portman. A great deal 
of genealozy is included, though not formally shown in 
tables. Much is told about lesser fanilies of the par- 
ish, based on wills, plea rolls, feet of fines and many 
other available sources. Considering the deficiency of 
some source material, such as court rolls and parish 
registers, the annals are truly surprising in both quar 
tity and richness of interest. 


ANCESTOR TABLES 


LXIII. ANCESTOR TABLE, NEIL RAILEY REYNOLDS 
Address: 123 Glen Ave., Scotia 2, N.Y. 


1. Neil Bailey Reynolds, 1903- » Scotia, N.Y. 

—II 

2. Kent Comstock Reynolds, 187)- » Ballston; Scotia, N.Y. 

3. Eleanor May Cannell, 1872-1950, Halfmoon; Scotia, N.Y. 

—III 
Abram Reynolds, 1835-1910, Hebron, Washington Co.; Ballston. 
Nancy Helen Comstock, 1837-1910. 
William Henry Cannell, 1843-1935, Springfield, Mass. 
Margaret Jane Teachout, 187-1928. 


Caleb Reynolds, 1811-1899, Pine Plains; Round Lake, N.Y. 
+ Jane Crozier, 1812-188, Argyle, N.Y. 
John Comstock, 1797-185, Pittstown; Ballston, N.Y. 
. Ann Louisa Stitt, 1806-1615. 
James H. Cannell, pert Norfolk, England; Waterford, N.Y. 
Hannah Base, 1816-1853. 
. James Teachout, 1797-1880, Halfmoon, N.Y. 
Mary Bailey, 1810-1895. 


. Abraham Reynolds, 1785-1853, Pine Plains & Greenwich, N.Y. 
17. Maria Streever, 1787-1865. 
18.#Alexander Crozier, 
19.* 
20. Theophilus Comstock, 1753-1829, Pittstown, N.Y. 
21. Lucinda Comstock, 1758-1823. 
22. John Stitt, 1782-1821, Pittstown, N.Y. 
23. Nancy Agan, 1779-1821. 
2u.#John Cannell, - » Loddon, Norfolk, England. 


25.% 

26.*Benjamin Base, - » England; Waterford, N.Y. 

27.*Sarah » 1793- » England; Waterford, N.Y. 

28. John C. Teachout, 1771-181), New Hackensack; Halfmoon, N.Y. 
29. Hannah Swartwout, 1777-1860. 

30. Henry Bailey, 1776-1846, Halfmoon; Jefferson Co., N.Y. 

31. Eleanor Andrews, 1778-1853. 

—VvVI 

32.*Caleb Reynolds, c.1739- » Greenwich, Conn.; Pine Plains. 
33.#Hannah (Sarah) Brown, 

34.*John Adam Streever, 1760-1804, Dutchess & Washington Cos.,N.Y. 
35.#Elizabeth 9 

36 to 39.% 

40. Samuel Comstock, 1725-1817, New Milford, Conn. 

ll. Elizabeth Balcwin, 1725-1823. 

42. John Comstock, 1719-1798, New Milford, Conn. 

43. Deborah Welch, 1721-1787. 

Lu.#James Stitt, -1817, Belfast, Ireland; Pittstown, N.Y. 
S.*Amy Head, 

46.#John Agan, 171,7-1801, N.Y. 

47 .*Abiah » 1747-1802 

to 55.* 
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56. Cornelius Tietsoort, 1738-1802, Fishkill; Halfmoon, N.Y. 
57.*Maria Hegeman, - 

58. Jacobus Swartwout, 1751-1813, Dutchess Co.; Half Moon, N.Y. 

60. Henry Bailey, 1745-1798, Half Moon, N.Y. 

61. Margaret Losee, 177-1801. 

62. Elisha Andrews, 1750-1838, Wallingford, Conn.; Stillwater, N.Y. 
63. Mary Dunning, 1752-1838, from Wilton, Conn. 


LXIV. ANCESTOR TABLE, MARION (VAN VORST) REYNOLDS 
Address: 123 Glen Ave., Scotia 2, N.Y. 

1. Marion Elizabeth Van Vorst (Mrs. Neil Bailey Reynolds), 1903-. 
—II 
2. George Earl Van Vorst, 1879-1941, Collingwood, Ohio; Scotia. 
3. Nellie Collins Tobey, 1879- ° 
—III 
lh. George Adam Van Vorst, 185-1923, Scotia, N.Y. 
5. Harriet Skinkle, 1855-1928. 
6. James Anderson Tobey, 183-1906, Charlton, N.Y. 
7. Harriet Lydia Collins, 186-1930. 

Iv 


John Van Vorst, 1831-1861, Glenville, N.Y. 

Betsey Coates, 1835-1927. 

Fred Skinkle, 1831-1916, Ghent; Scotia, N.Y. 

Elizabeth Davis, 1835-1912. 

Patrick Tobey, 1812-189, Sligo, Ireland; Charlton, N.Y. 
Mary Collins, 1808-1898, from Ireland. 

Josiah Collins, 1809-187, Greene Co.; Amsterdam, N.Y. 
Elizabeth Ann Wright, 1815-1877, Amsterdam, N.Y.; Iowa. 


Albert A. Van Vorst, 1802-1665, Glenville, N.Y. 
17. Mary Swan, 180¢-1885. 
18.#Robert Coates, c.1808- » England; Glenville, N.Y. 
19.*Sarah » ¢.1809- 
20. Peter Skinkle, 1800-1865, Columbia Co., N.Y. 
21.*Betsey King, 1801-1871. 
22.*Napoleon Davis, - » Saratoga Co., N.Y. 
23.*Anna Leynn, ‘ 5 
24.#John Tobey, = ’ Ireland. 
25.% 
26.*William Collins, - 
27 
28. Joseph Collins, 1780-1866, New Milford, Conn.; Greene Co., N.Y. 
29eMary Silkman, 1783-186). 
30. Peter Wright, 1780-1855, Shaftsbury, Vt. 
31. Hannah Tinkham, 1787-1850. 
—VvI 
32. Adam Van Vorst, 1773-184, Glenville, N.Y. 
33. Annatje Vedder, 1776-1817. 
34.*Peter Swan, 1775-1829, Schenectady Co., N.Y. 
35.*#Sarah Hilton, 1777-1867. 
36 to 39.* 
0.#Hendrick Schenkel, c.1759- » Claverack, N.Y. 
hl.#Catherine Schmit, - 
42 to 55.% 
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56.*Edward Collins, 1736-1803, New Milford, Conn.;Greene Co., N.Y. 
57. Ruth Blakesley, 17hh- . 

58 

59 

60.*Peter Wright, 1740-1821, Long Island; Shaftsbury, Vt. 
61.#*Elizabeth Baker, 1743-1419. N. Kingston, R.I.; Shaftsbury. 

62. Daniel Tinkham, 177-1807, Middleboro, Mass.; Shaftsbury, Vt. 


WHO WANTS WHAT AND WHERE 


HALL. Wanted: the parentage and birthplace of Sam- 
uel Hall who graduated in medicine at University of Ver- 
mont in 1832 and moved to Illinois. Was he son of Sam- 
uel and Sarah Hall of Orange, Orange Co., Vt., b. 8 
Oct. 1807; or of Samuel and Susannah Hall of Wardsboro, 
Windham Co., Vt., b. 1 Aug. 18063 or who? Was the Isaac 
Hall of medical class of 1830 at University of Vermont 
his older brother? 

—A. B. Stickney, 5324 Forbes St., Pittsburgh 17, Pa. 


ASTWOOD CORRECTION 


In my article on "Richard! Platt of Ware, co. Hert- 


ford, England, and Milford, Connecticut," in The Ameri- 
can Genealogist, supra, 31:161-2, I stated that Captain 
John Astwood, the prominent settler of Milford, Conn., 
and agent of the New Haven Colony in many of its exter- 
nal affairs, was a native of the parish of Stanstead 
Abbots, co. Hertford. Mr. S. Allyn Peck of New York 
has kindly pointed out that, though Astwood was undoubt- 
edly a Hertfordshire man, Stanstead Abbots was not his 
original home. 

The error is due to a misunderstanding of the pas- 
senger list of the ship Hopewell of London, William 
Bundocke, master, which sailed from London early in 
April 1635 and arrived at Boston in June. John Astwood, 
aged 26, husbandman, was a passenger on this ship. The 
great genealogist James Savage evidently saw this pas- 
senger list and in his Genealogical Dictionary of New 
England, 1:71, stated that Astwood was from Stanstead 
Abbots: a statement in which Savage has been followed 
by a number of later writers. However, the passenger 
list itself appears in John Camden Hotten, The Original 
Lists...., lst edition of 1874, p. 46. It is in two 
columns, and a perusal shows that the habitat "Stan- 
stead Abbots" belongs not to John Astwood, opposite 
whose name the place appears, but to Lawrence Whitte- 


63. Martha LeBaron, 1755-1828. 
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more, who is listed beneath the place in the second 
column. Astwood's home was not mentioned on the orig- 
inal passenger list, and Mr. Peck has had a search made 
of the Lay Subsidies of Stanstead Abbots, and no Ast- 
woods were found resident in that parish. 

John Astwood's will, dated 27 June 165, calls him 
"of Milford in the Colony of Newhaven in New England," 
but mentions property in England "in Abutley." ‘There 
is no such place as "Abutley" in any English gazetteer, 
but perhaps Astwood was mumbling his words to a scribe 
during his last illness, and perhaps Abbots Langley, 
co. Hertford, was the place meant [cf. abstract of John 
Astwood's will in Henry F. Waters, Genealogical Glean- 
ings in England, 1:81]. 

Jchn Insley Coddington, Swarthmore, Penna. 


OF THIS AND THAT 


The editor of a genealogical periodical must expect 
to receive many inquiries. ‘those from subscribers and 
others your hard-working editor tries to answer when 
postage is enclosed. Others of necessity receive the 
"silent treatment." The following are examples of the 
communications which we cannot answer. ‘The first, ona 
post card: "Please tell me how to find a reliable gene- 
alogist who can trace our family tree. What other in- 
formation can I get about the project?" 

A second, also on a post card: "I am anxious to 
trace my maiden name of [name stated]. Of German ex- 
traction, my father was born in Hamburg, Germany." In 
both cases, we have quoted the entire message. A more 
ambitious letter of inquiry—all these, with many oth- 
ers, were received during the past year—reads: 

"Please send 
"l- descriptive literature of your organization. 

"Q- Standard fee schedule used by genealogists. 

"3- Sample agreement usually employed between a gene- 
alogist and his client. 

"Ue A list of the names and addresses of the genealo- 
gists in the United States and in Europe. 

"S- A statement of qualifications of genealogists who 
are your Association Members. 

"6- Hazards of employing a non-association member. 

"Thank you." 

Aside fron the fact tiat your editor has no organiz- 
ation or association, that there is no standard fee 
schedule, and that set forms of agreement or contract 
are rarely used, just why should any editor or publish- 
er be expected to draw up a list of hundreds of gene- 
alogists here and abroad for a complete stranger? 


| 
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GE CAL 
PEDIGREE CHARTS 


These cover the entire ancestry for eleven generations. Set 
of thirty-three charta, $2.50. 


THE AMERICAN GENRALCOIST 


Most back issues can be supplied at $2.00 each; four back is- 
sues, $7.00. Ten issues no longer be 3; namely, Whole 
36, bh, Shy 96, 106, 110, 111, 115, and 118, A few 
others are in low supply and my shortly be withdrewn from sale. 

Subject to prior sale, a former subscriber offers a run of the 
first ten volumes (IX to XVIII inclusive) at $60.00. This in- 
cludes the three early out of print issues now very difficult to 
obtain (Whole Numbers. 36, and 18). 


NEW HAVEN GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 


Many issues are out of print. ‘The few copies of other issves 
still on hand are $2.50 each. One partial set, the most. complete 
that can now be offered, but lacking 10 of the 32 issues, is of- 
fered, \Subject to prior sale, at $60.00. 


| 
THE (ELRY G@NRALOGY (1933); 1066 pages; fully indexed; $15.00. 
INDEX GENEALOGICAL PERIODICALS 
Volume I (1932) 4g out of print, 
Volume II (1946), $12.00. 
Volume IIT (19535, plus "My Own Index,” $10.00. 
Read before ordering: All crices quoted are net; do not add extra 
proper amount for 3 - €.0.D. o will n accep- 
‘ted. Address:” Donald Jacobus 
Box 3032, Westville Station 
New Haven 15, Conn. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
Between 1926 and 1956 I compiled or edited for publication 
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